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We would like to welcome
His Eminence
Metropolitan Methodios
in celebrating the parish Feast of
St. Basil.

We wish him “XPONIA TIOAAA”

JANUARY 1, 2026



Hymns Following the Gospel

Apolytikion

Our human form hast Thou taken on
Thyself without change, O greatly-
compassionate Master, though being
God by nature; fulfilling the Law,
Thou willingly receivest circumcision
in the flesh, that Thou mightest end
the shadow and roll away the veil of
our sinful passions. Glory be to Thy
goodness unto us. Glory be to Thy
compassion. Glory, O Word, to Thine
inexpressible condescension.

Apolytikion for Basil the Great
Your voice resounded throughout the

world that received your word by
which, in godly manner, you taught
dogma, clarified the nature of beings,
and set in order the character of peo-
ple. Venerable father, Royal Priest-
hood, intercede to Christ God to grant
us great mercy.

Kontakion
Now the Lord of all that is doth un-

dergo circumcision, in His goodness
cutting off the sins and failings of
mortals. He this day doth give salva-
tion unto the whole world; and the
hierarch and bright daystar of the Cre-
ator now rejoiceth in the highest, Bas-
il the wise and divine initiate of
Christ.

AmoAvTikLov

Mopoenv AVAAAOLOTWG
avBpwtmivny  mpocéAafes, Oegdg
WV kat ovociav, ToAveLOoTAAYYVE
KOpte, kal Nopov exminpwv,
mepltopny, BeAnoel  katadéxn
ocapkiwknv, (va madong Ta&
oKLwdM, Kol TePLEANG TO
KAAvppo TV TaBwvV  Mpov.
A6%a ™ ayaBotnTL ™ 0N, 668
™ evomAayyvia oov, 80&x T
avekEpaotw Adye ouvykatafdoet
oov.

AmolvTikiov Tou Aylov Baoihelov
Eiwc mdoav Tty ynv eEn\ber o
dBGyyoc ocov, wec SeEapévmy Tov
Aoyor  oov 8L ov Beompemwic
edoypdTioas, TNV dUOW  Twv
OVTwY  €Tpdvwoac, Td  ToOV
dvBpdmwr RN kaTekdounoac.
Baoiiewov lepdTtevpa, Tldtep Oote,
XpLoTér  Tov  Bedv  LKETEUE,
dwpnoachar Mulv To péya €leoc.

KovTdkiov

O Tov O\wv Kipiog, meptTopny
umopével, kaL Ppotwv Ta  wTAl
opata, e ayabodc mepLTépvEL Ol
Sdwat, TNV owTnplav onuepor ko
Opw Xaipel &€, €v Tolc ubloTolg
kal o ToU KTloTovu, lepdpxne kat
dwodopoc, o Beloc pooTNG
XpLoToU BaoiAetoc.

mysteries both of the creation (see his Hexaemeron) and
of the Holy Trinity (see On the Holy Spirit). Because of
the majesty and keenness of his eloquence, he is honoured
as "the revealer of heavenly things" and "the Great."

Saint Basil is also celebrated on January 30th with Saint
Gregory the Theologian and Saint John Chrysostom.

Rest from labour.

“Many are called but
Jfew are chosen™

ST. MATTHEW 22:14

You are invited to
participate in the

FELLOWSHIP OF
ORTHODOX
STEWARDS

...directly supporting the ministries of
the Greek Orthodox
Metropolis of Boston




SAINTBASIL THE GREAT

About the year 370, when the bishop of his country re-
posed, he was elected to succeed to his throne and was
entrusted with the Church of Christ, which he tended for
eight years, living in voluntary poverty and strict asceti-
cism, having no other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy
as a worthy successor of the Apostles. The Emperor Va-
lens, and Modestus, the Eparch of the East, who were of
one mind with the Arians, tried with threats of exile and of
torments to bend the Saint to their own confession, be-
cause he was the bastion of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia,
and preserved it from heresy when Arianism was at its
strongest. But he set all their malice at nought, and in his
willingness to give himself up to every suffering for the
sake of the Faith, showed himself to be a martyr by voli-
tion. Modestus, amazed at Basil's fearlessness in his pres-
ence, said that no one had ever so spoken to him.
"Perhaps," answered the Saint, "you have never met a
bishop before." The Emperor Valens himself was almost
won over by Basil's dignity and wisdom. When Valens'
son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint Basil to pray for him.
The Saint promised that his son would be restated if Va-
lens agreed to have him baptized by the Orthodox; Valens
agreed, Basil prayed. the son was restored. But afterwards
the Emperor had him baptized by Arians, and the child
died soon after. Later, Valens, persuaded by his counsel-
lors, decided to send the Saint into exile because he would
not accept the Arians into communion; but his pen broke
when he was signing the edict of banishment. He tried a
second time and a third, but the same thing happened, so
that the Emperor was filled with dread, and tore up the
document, and Basil was not banished. The truly great
Basil, spent with extreme ascetical practices and continual
labours, at the helm of the church, departed to the Lord on
the 1st of January, in 379. at the age of forty-nine.

His writings are replete with wisdom and erudition, and
rich these gifts he set forth the doctrines concerning the

EPISTLE READING

My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the meditation
of my heart shall bring forth understanding.
Verse. Hear this, all people.

Epistle Reading: St. Paul's
Letter to the Colossians 2:8-12

BRETHREN, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philos-
ophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according
to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to
Christ. For in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily, and
you have come to fulness of life in him, who is the head of all
rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a cir-
cumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of flesh
in the circumcision of Christ; and you were buried with him in
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in
the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

ToO otOpa pov AaAr)oeL co@iav Kal Kai 1
peAéTn TG KAEdiAG Hov oUVEOLY.
Ltix. AKoVOATE TAVTA TAVTA T €0V

IToog KoAoooaeig 2:8-12

AdeA@ol, PAémete un TG VUAC €0Tal O CLAAYWYWV Ol TG
eUlooopiag Kal KeVNG ATIATNG KATA TV TAQADOOLV TQV
AavOQWTWY, KATA T OTOLXElX TOL KOOUOL KAl o0 KatX
Xototov: 0Tt €v adT@ KATOIKEL AV TO TANjPWHa TS OedTnTog
OWHATIKWG, KAl €0Té €V avt@ memAnowpévol, 6¢ €0Tv M
KEPAAT] TTAONC AEXNG Kal €Eovolag, €V @ Kal TeQLeTur|onte
TLEQLTOUT] AXELQOTIOMTQW €V TI) ATEKDVOEL TOV CWHATOS THG
OOEKOG, €V TT) TTEQLTOLT) TOL XQLOTOU, CLUVTAPEVTES AVTQ &V TQ
Pantiopw, €v @ kat ovvnyéednte dwx NG TIOTEWS TG
éveQyelag Tov Oeov TOL €YelpaVTOS AVTOV €K VEKQWV"



GOSPEL READING

Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia
The Rgad"ngwfromﬁu/ie 2:20-21, 40-52

o At that time, the shepherds returned, glorify-
A\ ing and praising God for all they had heard
gVl and seen, as it had been told them. And at the
end of eight days, when he was circumcised,
he was called Jesus, the name given by the an-

gel before he was conceived in the womb. And
the child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. Now his par-

ents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passo-
ver. And when he was twelve years old, they went up ac-
cording to custom; and when the feast was ended, as they
were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem.
His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the
company they went a day's journey, and they sought him
among their kinsfolk and acquaintances; and when they did
not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking him. After
three days, they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and
his answers. And when they saw him they were astonished;
and his mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us
so? Behold, your father and I have been looking for you
anxiously." And he said to them, "How is it that you sought
me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's
house?" And they did not understand the saying which he
spoke to them. And he went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept
all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom
and in stature, and in favor with God and man.

Kotda Aovkav 2.20-21, 40-52

Ex tov kata Aovkav. T kape éxetvw, VTéotoedav ol
- TOLUEVES DoEALOVTESG Kal alvouvTeg Tov Beov
EML mMAOW ol mMrovoav kal &dov kabwg
| EAaAnOn meog avtove. Kai éte émAfoOnoav
NUEQAL OKTW TOU TEQLTEHELV aVTOV, Kal
£xAnOmn o dvopa avtov ‘Inoovg, tO KANOEv
UTIO TOL dyYyéAov TEO TOL CLAANUEON VAL
avtov €v ) koia. To 0¢ mawiov nOEavev
Kal €KQaTalovTto mANQovuEvoV co@ia, Kol
xaos Oeov Ny €1’ avto. Kat émopevovto ol yovels avtov
kat €tog el TepovoaAnu ) €opt tov maoxa. Kai Ote
EYEVETO €TV dWOEKA, AVAPALVOVTIWV VTV Katd t0 £€00g
TG €0QTNGKAlL TEAEWOAVTWV  TAS Muéoas, &V TQ
UMooTEéPely  avtovg  Umépetvey  Inoovg O maig  év
‘TegovoaAny, kat ovk éyvwoav ot yoveig avtov. Noutloavteg
d¢ avtov eival év ) ovvodia NABov Muéoag OdoOv Kal
avelTouv avTOV Vv TOIG OVYYEVEDOLV KAl TOIS YVWOTOLS, Kol
un evpodvteg vméotoedav el TepovoaAnu avalnrtovvrteg
avtov. Kat éyéveto peta uéoag teic eDQOV aTOV &V TQ
teow kaOeCopevov €V HEow TV dDATKAAWV Kal akovovta
aVTOV Kal EMEQWTWVTIA ALTOVG EEl0TAVTO O¢ TAVTES Ol
AKOVOVTEG AUTOVL ETi T OLVECEL Kal TAIG ATOKQIOEOLV
avtov. Kat dovteg avtov efemAdynoav, kat elmev mEog
avTOV 1) pNINE avtov, Tékvov, Tt émoinoag MUV oLTws; oL
0 mMaTE Oov KAyw Oduvvwpevol élnrovuév oe. Kal eimev
mEOg avtovg, Tt OtL élntelté pe; ovk 1deLTe OTL €V TOIG TOV
TatEOG HoL del elval pekal avtol oV 1) CLVIKAV TO ENUA O
éAaAnoev avtolc. Kal katéfn pet avtwv kal 1AOev eig
Nalapé0, kat v OUTOTACCOUEVOS AVTOLS. KAL 1] HIJTNO aVTOV
dletnjpel mavta T Prpata €v ) kapdia avtne. Kat 'Incovg
mEoékomTeV [€v TM)] copia kal NAkia kat xaoutt maga Oe@
Kal avOewToLS.




