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Great Lent calls out to us to Open Our Hearts to God

ment, etc. We hear that neither
group is able to comprehend
when they had ever encountered
and either helped or refused to help the Lord.

And it really matters little that they find it hard to compre-
hend this message, because God is able to discern a good
and dedicated heart even if they themselves cannot. Before
our Lord came, those righteous people may have performed
their works of mercy out of a sort of second sense, a kind of
innate feeling that they were doing what was pleasing to
God. It’s possible their sacrifices may have been even more
meaningful because they had never heard the counsels of
Jesus, the Son of God.

Consider the awesome responsibility that we bear to provide
a suitable dwelling place for Him. Christ makes His home
in us, and we must be certain that just as the ideal home to-
day is one where peace, love and devotion to one another
reign, the spiritual home we provide for the Lord is the
same.

What should we do? We must listen to the words of the
Lord. We must struggle to follow His perfect example. He
was compassionate to the sick, crippled, the poor and the
sinner. So, too, if we wish to have a suitable home for the
Lord, we must open it to admit all those other children of
His with whom He is concerned.

(Continued on page 2

In the Gospel lesson of Meatfare Sunday (Mt. 25:31-46), which will be read on
Sunday February 15th, the Lord tells the multitude gathered to hear HIm a sur-
prising story about a group of people very similar to themselves

He tells them of the whole race of humanity gathered before Him on the final
Day of Judgment. The Lord tells them of the surprised reactions of many of
those gathered there, when they are finally assigned either to the right or left

' hand of God; either to eternal salvation or to eternal damnation.

They are judged either for their willingness or unwillingness to help our Lord in
a variety of needy situations: in times of hunger, thirst, nakedness, imprison-
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Great Lent calls out to us to Open Our Hearts to God

(Continued from page 1)

If Christ comes to our hearts and sees that we hold them exclusively for Him and cannot bring ourselves to
admit His needy children, He will know that He could not dwell in peace there. He came to serve and if we
provide Him with a dwelling place that stifles His activity, He will pass by our spiritual homes.

What Christ wishes to see are spiritual hospitals, old age homes, orphanages, etc., within us, where he knows
that He can dwell and dispense His love to all in need of it. If we close the doors of our hearts to our sisters
and brothers in Christ, He will pass by our door and our splendor will fall into decay. Remember that is not
poverty, disease or any other earthly human infirmity that will prevent our Lord from dwelling in a person,
but rather sin. But, even in the case of sin, our Lord continues to knock and hope that we will expel the sin
and accept HIm back.

All of humankind was created in the image and likeness of God, and all share in Christ’s humanity. There-
fore, it is not possible for us to call ourselves His followers and not recognize Him in our neighbor. And for
this reason our Lord tells us, in as much as you did it to one of these, the least of my brethren, you did it to
me.

I pray that you all have a beautiful Lenten Journey and that we are together to celebrate the Resurrection of
the Lord.
+Father Chris

FUNERALS

The following members of St. Vasilios has
fallen asleep into the hands of our Lord over
the past months.

Q) N Angelica (Chigas) M. Vontzalides

‘I'[fcﬂ Speros P. Brown

1, Elaine Pimental (Quigley)
Peter G. Sabanty

George Psyhogios
Cynthia (Vounatsos) Gikas

o

May their memory be eternal

EETT DD

DONATIONS

$100 Tina Georgakis in loving memory of Kostas Georgakis
$100 Angela Georgakis in loving memory of Kostas Georgakis
$50 Nicholas Maistrellis in memory of mother; Efterpe Maistrellis
$100 Kenneth & Zwitsa (Joyce) Kachinski in memory of father; Nikolaos Korkaris-3 yrs.
$500 In loving memory of Ernest Theodore from Family; Christine, Stephanie, Dianna, Jay & Jake.
$200 Dimitrios & Chrisovalantou Lekakis in loving memory of mother; Maria Psihogios
$50 Helen & Konstantinos Himaras in memory of brother; George Kanellis



ORTHODOX LIFE — February/March 2026 3

THE SATURDAY OF SOULS

The Saturday of Souls, on which our departed loved ones are commemorated in the prayers of the church,
will be celebrated this year on February 14, February 21, and February 28. Orthros & Divine Liturgy will be

celebrated at 8 and 9 a.m. respectively.

YuyoodfBaTa:
dépoper  €lc yvwow vdv 0Tt €déTtoc Ta YuxoodPPata Oa elvar oTic 14 PePpovaplov, 21
dePpovaplov, kar 28 PePpovaplov. 2TO kdfe WuyoodPfBaTto Ba TeAéowpe "Opbpov oTac 8 ..

kat Oela AeiTovpyla oTac 900 m.pn

YTTEP ANATIAYCEWDMC
FOR THE REPOSE OF THOSE FALLEN ASLEEP
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
John Maihos, President

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

We have started 2026 with a lot on our plate.

We had a successful Feats of St. Vasilios on January 1. It was encouraging to see so
many people there. While it is the day after a busy night, it's good to know that people
still keep life in perspective. Many people stepped up to make the day enjoyable.

I don't want to overlook the wonderful concert put on by our talented choir director,
Tony Vatousios. He had talented musicians and of course our beautiful family choir
who entertained us on December 13. Adding in the St. Vasilios Dance Group, the food,
and the decorations... This was a command performance.

And if you missed our Christmas Pageant this year, you missed seeing one of the finest performances by
some of the youngest members of our church. Kudos to all!

There were other events, and there will be many more. These events do not happen on their own. A few peo-
ple usually come together with a good idea, or the recipe from last year, and make it happen. Without volun-
teers, we would have none of these events.

I would ask you to consider what you can do for the church in 2026. We have projects, and you undoubtable
have skills that will help us complete our mission.

The new Realm software is being quietly built behind the scenes, and even though I thought we would be fur-
ther along, we are still growing into it. The office staff got some much-needed training, and now we have to
clean up our database and open it up to all parishioners. If you have database experience or accounting expe-
rience, we need you.

Our scholarship program is alive, and we have young members of our church who deserve recognition. Some
changes to the program have been well received, generally. The goal is to grow a more active and engaged
youth leadership - one that will be ready to take the reins of our parish in the future. If you can help with any
aspect of the scholarship program, please send me an email. We are in the planning stages for the awards’
brunch.

Our big lift is our annual festival. This year it will be Memorial Day weekend again, and I anticipate seeing a
lot of activity on that really soon. This is an all-hands-on-deck event. No kidding... this needs your help. It
also needs you to attend and support it by buying the food, setting things up, serving, taking things down...
everything. If you see our budget, you know we still rely on festival income to provide programs of the
church.

Finally, we need you to help in the leadership of the Parish. We have seats on the board available, and your
active involvement will be appreciated. Even if you've served before, don't feel that you can't jump on the
board again. It's like riding a bicycle (even if it sometimes feels like 10th gear up a hill.) Sure, it's not always
easy, but at the end of the dayj, it's a rewarding experience and extremely important to the operation of the
church.

Here is one last thing to consider. Look at the success of Coffee Hour. Brendan Simpson helped us up our
game, and George Papadopoulos (and many others) have made it what it is today. Come and help. Sponsor a
day. Enjoy each other's company. We are a congregation, and we have many wonderful and talented people
in our mist.

Thank you for supporting St. Vasilios. Greek Orthodox Church.

METRO CLEANERS |REZZ-LI A CIIED Next to Heaven GREECE

REALTOR® There is only...

PEASODY, MA @"'U'Yzl METRO TOURS

978-532-6337

NORTH SHORE Peter Metropolis, Manager

978-535-4000
978-828-2100 ext. 110 travel@metrotours.com

T Www.metrotours.com
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ST. VASILIOS SCHOLARSHIPS

St. Vasilios is blessed to have such a robust scholarship program, which has been made possible through the
generosity of individuals, families, and organizations who recognize the value of education.

As a steward of these funds, St. Vasilios must assure that the scholarship aligns with Church practice and the
wishes of the donors. Therefore, those young adults receiving benefits through our parish should be knowl-
edgeable of the Orthodox Faith and involved in the life of the Church. These criteria have always been clear,
since applicants have always been required to be of the Greek Orthodox faith, actively involved in their
faith, and at least one parent in good standing for a minimum of the previous five consecutive years.

Recently, parishioners asked the Parish Council to better explain what “actively involved” meant, and last
year, a committee was formed to undertake that project. After consultation with church members ranging
from ministry heads to our parish priests, we have clarified some of the scholarship application criteria and
added new ones. The changes were presented to the Parish Council and approved. The new points will be
phased in over the coming years, and it is the expectation that this will help families, especially students,
engage more fully in the Orthodox Faith.

We will now require that all scholarship applicants meet with one of the parish priests. They can schedule
this on their own with either Fr. Chris or Fr. Yanni. This will be an opportunity for our young adults to have
a more personal relationship with our clergy.

Second, all scholarship applicants must have volunteer hours that directly serve our parish. For high school
students, this will be 20 hours per year of volunteering in church activities like assisting with festivals, cof-
fee hours, or our community dinner programs, and other approved programs. For college students, 15 hours
per year will be expected. This can be with any community or church program where they are attending
school, in addition to here at St Vasilios

To receive multiple scholarships there will be added requirements.

To receive more than one scholarship from the church, an applicant will be expected to meet the same re-
quirements as noted above. Additionally, the applicant, during their High School years must be an Acolyte
(altar boy), Myrofora, Choir member, or a graduate of Church School.

We anticipate that our scholarship program will continue to be strong, and that our scholarship recipients
will have a better experience in the life of our church.

2026 ST. VASILIOS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

2026 St. Vasilios Scholarship applications are now available on line .
Please Note: Applications must be submitted and postmarked no later than APRIL 1, 2026.

If applications will be hand delivered, they must be dropped off at the church office by 4pm on APRIL 1,
2026
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

DECEMBER 13 THROUGH DECEMBER 31

Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Agouridis
Mrs. Anastacia Allain

Ms. Amelia G. Apostolides
Mr. Antoni Athanasopoulos
Mrs. Stephanie Brown

Mrs. Martha Cavanaugh
Mrs. Stacey D'Onofrio

Mrs. Maria Fenn

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Frangules
Mrs. Valarie Giordano

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Giordano
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Giordano
Mr. Wilfred Giordano III
Mr. & Mrs. Vasileios Iatrou

Mrs. Z. Joyce Kachinski

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Kachinski
Mrs. Victoria Kalivas

Mr. Anthony Karamas

Mrs Kristina Kent

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Mangos

Mr. loannis Manolakos

Mrs. Gail Meniates

Mr. Peter-Paul X. Meniates

Mr. George Papamechail

Mr. Michael Papamechail

Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel N & Georgia
Papanickolas

Mrs. Alis Peretzian

Mrs. Paula Prew

Ms. Drusilla Richard

Mr. & Mrs. Basil S. Simou
Mrs. Eleni Stasinos

Mrs. Deborah Stephanides
Mr. Kerry M. Tenedios

Mrs. Irene Velonis

Mr. & Mrs. Christy S. Venios
Ms. Amy Whelan

JANUARY I THROUGH FEBRUARY 4

Mr. John Alexandrou
Paraskevoula Alexandrou

Mrs. Patricia Allain

Ms. Chelsee Allain

Mr. Michael M. Ambeliotis

Mr. & Mrs. William Andrews

Ms. Stephanie C. Andrews

Mr. & Mrs. Greg & Angela Andrews
Mrs. Margaret Anezis

Mr. Steve Anezis

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Angelopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Antoniou
Mr. & Mrs. John & Helen Apostolides
Mrs. Esther Arcand

Mr. Theodore Batsinelas

Ms. Stella Batsinelas

Mrs. Kathleen Bennett

Mrs. Angeliki Benoit

Mrs. Christina Bray

Mrs. Marietta Brooks

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Brooks

Mrs. Pauline Brown

Mrs. Vasiliki Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Graham Buck

Mrs. Maria Cameron

Mrs. Elizabeth Caron

Mrs. Carla Casey

Ms. Gina Casey

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cassidy

Mrs. Kiki Chakoutis

Mrs. Nicole Charles

Mr. & Mrs Christopher & Effie Chigas
Mr. Nicholas Chihlas

Ms. Joanne Christ

Mr. James Christopher

Mrs. Theodora J. Christopoulos
Mr. Robert Christy

Mrs. Anna Chronis

Mr. Stephen Chunias

Mrs Maria Collins

Mr. Panagiotis Coufos

Mrs. Christine Coufos

Mrs. Bernice Coumounduros
Mr. & Mrs. Louis & Stephanie D'Agnese
Mr. & Mrs. George Dalkouras
Ms. Anthe Dalkouras

Ms. Stella Dalkouras

Mrs. Christina Damianakos

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Davekos

Mrs. Beverly Davis

Mrs. Harriet Decoulos

Mrs. Nina Delaney

Mrs. Frances Diamantopoulos
Mr. Christos Diamantopoulos
Mr.&Mrs. Christopher Dimitrakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitri Dimopoulos
Mr. Demosthenes Drougas

Mrs. Gail Everson

Mrs. Barbara Falardeau

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Fanikos

Mr. Nick Farha

Mr. & Mrs. Stavros Fotopoulos
Mr. Athan Fotopoulos

Rev. & Prv Christopher Foustoukos
Mr. Peter Foustoukos

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Franggos

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Frangules

Ms. Christine Ganacoplos

Mr & Mrs Christopher& Theresa Gangi
Mrs. Cynthia Gargas

Mr. Peter Gargas

Mrs. Linda Geary

Mrs. Tina Georgakis

Mrs. Helen George

Zina Gerolimatos

Mr. Van A. Gikas

Mrs. Sylvia Gioulis

Mr. & Mrs. George Glaros

Mr. John Glynos

Mr. George J. Glynos

Mrs. Robin Goggin

Mr. Steven Gonsiorawski

Mrs. Marietta Goodridge

Mr. Peter Goodridge

Mrs. Helen Gorcezyca

Mrs. Helen Goudreau

Mrs. Sophia Grevelis

Mrs Pamela Gruntkosky

Mr. Adam Gruntkosky

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Guibas

Mr. Charles Halepakis

Mrs. Fotini Hatziioannou
Mrs. Sophia Hennessey

Mr. & Mrs. George Hennessey
Mr. Joseph Hennessey

Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Himaras
Mr. & Mrs. David Hubbard
Mr. & Mrs Tanner Hutchison
Mrs. Tammy Irrera

Dr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kalaitzidis
Mr. Stephen Kalivas

Mrs. Theodora Kalivas

Mr. & Mrs. George Kamouzis
Mr. Stephen Kantaros

Mrs. Effie Kapnis

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Kapoglis
Mr. John Karademos

Mr. & Mrs. Nlcholas Karafotias
Ms. Evangeline Karavolas
Ms. Demi Karavoussianis

Mr. John Karedis

Mrs. Alexis Karras

Mr. Peter Karvouniaris

Mr. William C. Katinoglou
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Katinoglou
Mr. & Mrs. Yiannis & Pam Katsiris
Mrs. Ann Katsulas

Mrs. Frances Katsulis

Mrs Kristina Kent

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey & Alexis
Kereakoglow

Mrs. Callie Kiley

Mr. Nicholas W. Kokoras

Mr Theodore Kokoras

Mrs. Sharon Kokoras

Mr. Jonathan Kokoras
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Mr. Christopher Kokoras

Mr. Panagiotis Kontakos

Mr. Steven Kontis

Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Koshy

Mr. & Mrs. Peter A. Kostopoulos
Mr. Gregory Koulas

Ms. Olga Kouris

Mr.& Mrs. James L'lItalien

Ms. Nancy Lalikos

Mr. John Lalikos

Mr. Demetrious Lampropoulos
Mr. Chris Lampropoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Manolis Lantzakis
Mr. Andreas Lantzakis

Mrs. Stacia Lazarou

Mr. Peter G. Lecouras

Mr. Stuart N. Lefthes

Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Lekakis
Mr. Peter Leon

Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Georgette Leon-
takianakos

Mr. & Mrs. James Leras

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Lignos

Ms. Kelly B. Lignos

Mrs. Katherine Linehan

Ms. Netta Lomasney

Mr. & Mrs. Kyriakos Lymperopoulos
Mr. John J. Maihos

Mr. & Mrs. Dimitri Maistrellis
Mr. Alan W. Mallas

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas & Ana Mandragour-
as

Mr.& Mrs. Peter Mandragouras
Mrs. Fotini Manolakos

Mr. & Mrs. Steve & Angie Mantsourani
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Maravelias
Mrs. Theodora Markham

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Martins

Ms. Elle Martins

Mrs. Heidi Mason

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Maxim
Mrs. Carolee McCulloch

Mr. & Mrs. George Megaloudis
Mr. & Mrs. James Meniates, Jr.
Mrs. Theodora Metrakas

Mr. Mark Metropolis

Mr. Peter J. Metropolis

Mrs. Niki Michael

Rev. Ioannis Michaelidis

Mr. Alexander Moutsoulas

Ms. Katherine Mpelkas

Mrs. Lydia Muggeo

Mrs. Stephanie Najjar

Mr. Andrew Najjar

Mr. John Najjar

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nako

Mrs. Katina Negron

Mr. & Mrs. Leonidas Nikolouzos
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Nolan

Mr. & Mrs. Lane Nordquist

Mr. & Mrs. Peter O'Donnell

Mr. Dimitrios Orfanos

Mr. George Orphanos

Mr. Edward Palmeira

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Palomares
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Pantazelos

Mr. & Mrs. Yianno Pantazelos

Mr. & Mrs. George Papadopoulos
Ms. Gail Papadopoulos

Ms. Chrysovalantou Papadopoulos
Mr. John E. Papamechail

Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel N & Georgia Pa-
panickolas

Mr. & Mrs. Constantinos Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Peter N. & Heidi Pappas
Mr. Thomas Pappas

Mr. John Pappas

Mr. Christopher Pappas

Mr. Alexander Pappas

Mr. & Mrs. William Pargas

Mr. Charles Partaledis

Ms. Kimberly Pascucci

Mrs. Ann Patten

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Pelletier

Mrs. Virginia Perron

Mr. & Mrs. Frank & Cynthia Peters
Mrs. Pauline Petradelis

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan & Sophia Petromelis
Mr. & Mrs Dimitrios Pissios

Mr. & Mrs. John Pnevmatikos

Mr. Achilles Pnevmatikos

Mrs. Theohari (Heidi) Polemenakos
Ms. Caroline Pomakis

Mr.& Mrs. Kosta Prentakis

Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel C. Prokopis
Mr John Reppas

Mr. Arthur Reppas

Mrs. Elaina Reyes

Ross & Maria Richardson

Mrs. Frances Ridge

Mr. & Mrs. John Rocco

Mr. & Mrs. George & Evelyn Rockas
Ms. Mary Rockas

Mr. James Rockas

Mrs. Catherine Rokas

Mr. James Roumeliotis

Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Roumeliotis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Roumeliotis

Mr. Konstantinos Roumeliotis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter N. Rouvalis

Ms. Stephanie Rouvalis

Ms. Sophia Rouvalis

Mrs. Sandra Ruggeri

Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Ruggeri

Ms. Janet Scangas

Mr. & Mrs. Angelo & Stephanie Scangas
Ms. Doree M. Scarmoutzos

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Sentementes
Mrs. Elaine Shah

Mr. Michael Shah

Miss Evangelia Siakallis

Mr. & Mrs. Charles & Bessie Silva
Mr. & Mrs Andrew Simoglou

Mrs. Flora Solomos

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Spack

Ms. Rosalie Spathanas

Ms Lili Spathanas

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Spathanas

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Splaine

Mrs. Carol Spyropoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Spyropoulos
Mr. Christopher W. Stamos

Mrs Eleni Steadman

Ms. Eleni Stefanopoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Stephanides
Mr. Constantine Stephanides
Mrs. Anthoula Sullivan

Mrs. Annette Sylvester

Mrs. Melina Tansey

Ms. Julia Tansey

Mrs. Janice Terzakis

Mr. & Mrs. John Theo

Mr. & Mrs. Leonidas Theodorou
Mr. Constantine Theokas

Mr. Arthur P. Theophilopoulos
Mrs. Pauline Tilas

Mr. & Mrs, Thomas Tilas

Mr. George J. Tournas

Mr. John Trimmins

Mr. Anthony J. Tsapatsaris

Mrs. Dora Tsimounis

Mr. & Mrs. Kiriakos Tzortzis
Mr. Arthur Vasilakopoulos

Mr. Peter Vasiliou

Mr. Antonios B. Vatousios

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Velonis

Mr. Zizis Veloukas

Miss Elaine Veloukas

Mrs. Panagiota Venetsanakos
Mr. Speros C. Venios

Mrs. Helen Viglas

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Votto

Mr. Steven Vounessea

Mr. & Mrs. Stefan Vounessea
Ms. Alana Vounessea

James Vounessea

Ms. Alyssa Vounessea

Mrs. Constance Welch

Mrs. Kathryn Whelan

Mr. & Mrs. Mathew Xenakis
Mrs. Aspasia Yankopoulos

Mr. & Mrs. James Yavorski

Ms. Sophia Yavorski-Contant
Ms. Vanessa Yavorski

Ms. Dimitria Yeannakopoulos
Mrs. Jean Yokas

Mr. Demetrios Zachariadis

Mrs. Anna Zaimes

Mr. & Mrs. Speros & Linda Zakas
Mr. & Mrs. Charles & Joan Zakas
Mr. & Mrs. Alexandros Zamakis
Miss Mary Zappas

Ms. Elaine Zetes

Mr. & Mrs. John Zgonis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter & Anne Ziavras
Mr. & Mrs. Michael S. Zolotas
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Zolotas

Ms. Maria Zoto
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ST. VASILIOS GREEK FESTIVAL

FRIDAY
5-11pm

SATURDAY
12-11pm

SUNDAY
12-9pm

ST. VASILIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
5 PALEOLOGOS ST, PEABODY, MA

* TRADITIONAL GREEK FOOD & PASTRIES
VENDORS - SHOPPING — RAFFLES — KIDS AREA

* GREEK DANCE * GREEK MUSIC & DANCING
PERFORMANCES

www.stvasilios.org

(978)531-077%
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ST. VASILIOS GREEK FESTIVAL

GET INVOLVED & SUPPORT OUR FESTIVAL

WE NEED EVERY FAMILY TO HELP

For our festival to continue to grow and thrive, we rely on the strength of our entire community. This is
your opportunity to support St. Vasilios by offering your Time, Talent, or Treasure.

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
% VOLUNTEER

Help before, during, or after the festival — planning, setup, food service, hospitality, cleanup, and more.

Volunteer Contact:
John Kourtelidis
volunteer@stvasilios.org
978-907-3187

@ DONATE

Your generous donations help offset the many costs involved in hosting a successful festival.

Donation Contact:
Helen Papadopoulos
helennanis@gmail.com
978-397-1340

ADVERTISE IN OUR FESTIVAL AD BOOK

Celebrate our community by promoting your business, sharing your well wishes, or honoring the memory
of a loved one through an ad in our festival ad book, while supporting our parish.

Advertising Contact:
Steve Anezis
festivalads@stvasilios.org
978-375-4981

& SPREAD THE WORD

Invite your family, friends, and coworkers. Share the festival on social media and help us make this year’s
celebration our best yet!

COME CELEBRATE WITH US!

Great food. Live music. Joyful dancing. Strong community.
The St. Vasilios Greek Festival is a tradition you don’t want to miss.

We look forward to welcoming you Memorial Day Weekend!
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Sunday Schedule: Orthros: 8am
Liturgy: 9am

MARCH 2026

| sin Won Tue Wed Thy Fi e
] (] 3] KN 5] (5] WA
St Basil's Kitchen J 7Tpm - Great Compline-Mega 6:30pm - Men's Club Eboard 9:30am - St. Makrina's Study Groug | 5:30pm - Hoops Tpm - 2nd Salutations 4:30pm - Dance Group Practice 4:
8am - Orthros 6:30pm - Music Session @ ZOOM | 6pm - Pre-Sanctified
9am - Divine Liturgy
3pm - MYBL Banquet
13 14

8am - Orthros

9am - Divine Liturgy

11am - Philoptochos Meeting

7pm - Great Compline-Mega

10am - Knitting Group
6:30pm - Music Session @ ZOOM

9:30am - St, Makrina's Study Groug

6pm - Pre-Sanctified

5:30pm - Hoops

Tpm - 3rd Salutations

4:30pm - Dance Group Practice 4:

5pm - Parish Night: 5PM Vespers,

_____ - | ]
8am - Orthros Tpm - Great Compline-Mega ['m’im’?ﬂh 9:30am - St. Makrina's Study Groug | 5:30pm - Hoops Tpm- 4th Salutations ['Gm
9am - Divine Liturgy 6:30pm - Music Session @ ZOOM | 6pm - Pre-Sanctified 4:30pm - Dance Group Practice 4:

L2 Ed 2 E
8am- Orthros Tpm- Great Compline-Mega 10am - Knitting Group [M\Ton__j Tpm - Akathistos 4:30pm - Dance Group Practice 4:
9am - Divine Liturgy 6pm - Vesperal Liturgy 4pm - Flag Raising City Hall 6pm - St Val's Hoops Banquet
11am - Greek Independence Day

i L L4

8am - Orthros 7pm - Great Compline / Mega 6:30pm - Men's Club Dinner Bpm - Pre-Sancified ['Silu_rday_orfazarus_'l
9am - Divine Liturgy 6:30pm - Music Session @ ZOOM 8am - Orthros
9:30am - St Basil's Kitchen 9am - Liturugy

4:30pm - Dance Group Practice 4:
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Sunday Schedule: Orthros: 8am
Liturgy: 9am

APRIL 2026

8am - Orthros
9am - Divine Liturgy

10:30am - Loukoumades Sale-

6:30pm - Men's Club Dinner
6:30pm - Music Session @ ZOOM

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

%] EX EN uN N C
8am - Orthros 7pm - Great Compline / Mega 6:30pm - Men's Club Dinner 6pm - Pre-Sancfified [ Saturday of Lazarus
9am - Divine Liturgy 6:30pm - Music Session @ ZOOM 8am - Orthros
9:30am - St Basil's Kitchen 9am - Liturugy

4:30pm - Dance Group Practice 4:
5 KN ] ] (o Kl
['UWWFMMT—] ['HBlWMy ) (o Tuesaay ) Wma_y ) ['my ) W ) ['HEITSEIu_rﬂiy
8am - Orthros & Divine Liturgy 7pm - Nymphios (Bridegroom) 6:30pm - Music Session @ ZOOM | 3pm - Holy Unction @ St. Vasilios | 7am - Liturgy of St Basil @ St. 9am - Royal Hours 8am - Liturgy of St. Basil @ St.
7pm - Nymphios (Bridegroom) ' 7pm - Nymphios (Bridegroom) 7pm - Holy Unction @ St. Vasiios | 7pm - Twelve Gospels Service - 3pm - Apokathelosis (Descent ﬂﬂmm
7pm - Lamentations Service -

] 5 7] 5 % 7 -
['oﬁmm&ef—] ﬁm 6:30am - April Men's Club Eboard Wﬂﬁ 4:30pm - Dance Group Practice 4:
['PWWWW_'] 6:30pm - Music Session @ ZOOM

12:15am - Liturgy of St. John
11am - Great Vespers of Agape @

X EX &N 2 3 X E
8am - Orthros 10am - Knitting Group 6:30pm - GAME NIGHT St Val's | 4:30pm - Dance Group Practice 4:
9am - Divine Liturgy 6:30pm - Music Session @ ZOOM
11am - Philoptochos Meeting
7:15pm - Ministry Leaders Meeting

(%] 7] &2 E N uN ]

4:30pm - Dance Group Practice 4:




ORTHODOX LIFE — February/March 2026 12

ST. VASILIOS PHILOPTOCHOS ATHENA

Dear Reverend Fathers, Sisters and Friends,

Here we are into February already with winter having its grip on us and showing no mercy!! Please be care-
ful and keep an eye out for our elderly friends when you can.

February is Women’s Hearth Health Awareness month. On February 1, Philoptochos passed out red heart
pins as well as red pens to help promote a healthy heart. We hope that they are a reminder for you to prac-
tice safety health habits that will aid in keeping a healthy heart.

Our Blanket Drive which was run by Bonnie was a huge success. Forty-two blankets were collected and
delivered to the Citizen’s Inn.

Also, the Veteran’s Collection which was run by Maria Collins was very successful again this year! Several
boxes of goods were collected by the Veteran’s Administration to be distributed where needed.

Thank you all for the very generous donations made!!

Our membership drive for 2026 is well under way and runs through April. If you would like to become a
new member or renew your membership please let us know and we can assist you in this. We welcome any
woman 18 years and older. We work hard in our fundraising efforts to support our ministry but we also
have a lot of fun. Come see what we’re all about at our next meeting which will be Sunday, February 8 at
11:00 in the parlor room. Grab a cup of coffee and a pastry and come join us.

Our Greek Independence Day Luncheon planning is in the works. The date this year is Sunday, March 22
with the fish luncheon being served directly after the liturgy. Reservations and take home order forms are
available with all the information needed.

Our member Alexis Kereakoglow has started a knitting group. We have been asked to knit little baby blan-
kets that are given to the new babies of our community when they are brought to church with their moms for
their 40 day blessing. Alexis has taken on this task and is doing an amazing job but could use some help.
Please connect with her for more information at abaliotis@gmail.com

FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS FOR YOUR CALENDAR:
Sunday-February 8 and March 8 at 11:00—Meeting in the parlor room
Sunday-February 22—Philoptochos serving at coffee hour and loukoumades sale
Sunday-March 22—Greek Independence Day Fish Luncheon

Please reach out to me with any questions that you may have.

God Bless. With love to all,
Zwitsa Joyce Kachinski, President St. Vasilios Philoptochos Athena zjoycekachinski@comcast.net

g ape Rugagiero Famd,
& o NEW BROTHERS,
e e

Joseph L. Ruggiero

Director 31 Ma})[é St., Danvers Square, Danvers, Mass 01923

www.ruggieromh.com - g
info@ruggieromh.com - e (978) 750-0100

10 Chestnut St 971 Saratoga St ¢ 4 Your Hosts
estnut St. : g e b
Peabody. MA 01960 East Boston, MA 02128 : T Ted Kougianos &
(978) 595-3949 - ” - (617) 569-0990 Kyriakos Andrinopoulos
- Open:

Greek Language Interpreter
978-985-3619 George

1 . P
— = Monday-Satvirday: 6am -
Stnday: Ga - gpm T


mailto:abaliotis@gmail.com
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PHILOPTOCHOS GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY LUNCHEON

PHILOPTOCHOS GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY LUNCHEON

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2026
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3 e SAMRR .
» & . a— <
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i )
f’ J " [ & | i
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] b
T R :
. : 3 TR g |, e
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St. Vasilios Philoptochos “Athena” invites you to attend the Independence Day Luncheon on Sunday, March 22, 2026
in the Rev. Andrew J. Demotses Educational Center. Lunch will be served after the liturgy. The 25" of March
represents two very important holidays — The Annunciation of the Theotokos and Greek Independence Day.

The menu will be baked haddock, gigante beans, coleslaw, dessert and coffee. Children’s menu will be pasta/juice.
Haddock - $30.00 Children — $5.00

We are happy to take reservations for both sit in as well as take out. Tables of 10 may be reserved. Any questions
may be directed to Bessie Silva or Sandy Ruggeri. Please send this reservation form along with your check/cash to the
Church Office in an envelope marked “Independence Day Luncheon”. Please include payment with your reservation.
Thank you for your continued support of the St. Vasilios Philoptochos Athena.

Bessie Silva — email: bessiesilva@gmail.com (978)771-2119

Sandy Ruggeri — email: san2352@aol.com (978)697-9001

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

Name Tel

Reserve a table in the names listed below:

Enclosed is my check/cash for: S for Adults #Fish
S for Children #Pasta
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‘WEEKDAY SERVICES/KA@HMEPINEE [EPEZ AKOAOYOIEX

Ist Saturday of Souls
Saturday, February 14
8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

2nd Saturday of Souls

Saturday, February 21
8:00 am Orthros

9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Monday, February 23
7 pm. Compline

Wednesday, February 25
Pre-sanctified Liturgy 6 pm

Friday, February 27
1st Salutations to the Theotokos
7 pm

3rd Saturday of Souls
Saturday, February 28
8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Monday, March 2
7 pm Compline

Wednesday, March 4
Pre-sanctified Liturgy 6 pm

Friday, March 6
2nd Salutations to the Theotokos
7 pm

Monday, March 9
7 pm Compline

Wednesday, March 11
Pre-sanctified Liturgy 6pm

Friday, March 13
3rd Salutations to the Theotokos
Tpm

Monday, March 16
7 pm Compline

Wednesday, March 18
Pre-sanctified Liturgy 6 pm

Friday, March 20
4th Salutations to the Theotokos
7 pm

Monday, March 23
7 pm Compline

Wednesday, March 25
Annunciation of The Theotokos
8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Friday, March 27
Akathist 7 pm

Saturday, April 11
Holy Saturday
Vesperal Liturgy 8 am in Church
Panychis 11:15 pm gym

Sunday, April 12
Easter Sunday
11 am Agape Vespers

Monday, March 30
7 pm Compline

Wednesday, April 1
Pre-sanctified Liturgy 6 pm

Saturday, April 4
Saturday of Lazarus
8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday, April 5
Nymphios 7pm

Monday, April 6
Holy Monday
Nymphios 7pm

Tuesday, April 7
Holy Tuesday
Nymphios 7pm

Wednesday, April 8
Holy Wednesday
Unction 3 pm
Unction 7 pm

Thursday, April 9
Holy Thursday

St. Basil’s Liturgy 7 am
12 Gospels 7 pm

e PALM SUNDAY will be held,
as is our custom, in the Audito-
rium of the Educational Cen-
ter .Orthros will begin at 8:00
a.m.by Divine Liturgy at 9:00
a.m.

e The faithful of our parish who
cannot attend regular morning
services to receive Holy Com-
munion during Holy Week be-
cause of their work schedules,
may receive at two early Di-
vine Liturgies. These liturgies
are on Holy Thursday at 7:00
a.m. and on Holy Saturday at
8:00 a.m.

A special envelope is enclosed for
your Paschal offering

Friday, April 10
Good Friday
Royal Hours 9am
Apokathelosis 3 pm
Lamentations 7 p
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WEEKDAY SERVICES/KA@HMEPLNEZ IEPEZ AKOAOYOIEZ

lov YuyxoodBpaTov
2dpBatov, 14 deBpovapLov

8:00 m.pn. "Opbpoc
9:00 m.p. Oeta AerToupyla

2ov YuyxoodpBaTov
2dppatov, 21 dePpovapLov

8-00 m.n. "Opbpoc
9-:00 m.\u. Oeta AerToupyla

Amédetmvor To Méya
AevTépa, 23 Pefpovapiov 7-00

b

[TponyLacuévn Aertouvpyla
TeTtdptn, 25 PBpovaplov 6 .|

XatpeTiopol
[Mapaokeuvn, 27 dePpovapLov

7L

3ov YuxoodfBaTov
2dpBatov, 28 deBpovapLov

800 1.u. "Opbpoc
9-:00 .. Oela AeirToupyla

AmodelTvor To Méya
AevTépa, 2 Maptiov 7-00 p.p

ITponytaopévn Aettovpyla
TeTdptn, 4 MapTtiov 6 p.p.

XatpeTiopol
MMapaockevn, 6 MapTiov 7 |L.|L.

Amodelmvor To Méya
AevTépa, 9 MapTiou 700 p.p.

ITponyLacpévn Aertovpyla
Tetdptn, 11 MapTiov 6 ..

XatpeTiopol
TTapaokeuvn, 13 NapTiov Tp.p.

Amédelmvor To Méya
AevTépa, 16 MapTiov 7-00 p.pL.
ITponytacpévn Aertovpyla
TeTtdptn, 18 MapTiov 6 ..

XatpeTiopol
IMapaokevn, 20 MapTiov 7 .|

Amédelvor To Méya

AevTépa, 23 MapTiov 7-00 p.p.  AkolovfBela ™ Avydmme 11 m.p

Evayyehopoc t™ne OeoTokou
Tetapm™ 25 MapTiou
8:00 m.pn. "Opbpoc
9:00 m.p. Oela AerTouvpyla

O AkdfioToc Yuvog
[Mapaokeuvn, 27 MapTiov 7 p.p.

Amodelvor To Méya
Aevtépa, 30 MapTitou 700 p.p

Hponytacpévﬁ Aeltovpyla
Tetdptn, 1 Ampihiov 6 L.

H Evyepoic Tov Aaldpov
2dpBaTov, 4 AmpiAlov
800 1r.u. "Opbpoc
9:00 m.u. Oeta AelToupyla

Nupdbroc
Kuptakn, 5 AmpiAiov 7 p.p

AevTépa, 6 AmpiAlov
Meyadin Aeuvtépa
Nopdroc 7 p.p.

Teltn, 7 Ampiiiov
MeydAn Tpim
Nopdioc 7 p.p

Tetdptn, 8 AmpLAlov
Meyd\n TeTtdpm
lepov Evxélatov 3 .|
lepov Euvxélatov 7 (..

ITépmm 9 Amptiou
Meyan TIépmmn
7:00 .. ©ela AerTovpyla
Akolovbila Twv Tlabov 7 p.p.

[Mapaokeuvn, 10 Amptitov
Meyd\n Tlapaockeun
Baoilikeg Qpec 9mp
Atmokafniwole 3 ..

EmTddloc Oprivoc 7 ..

2dpBato, 11 AmptAlov
Meydlo ZapBato
8 m.u. Oela Aeltoupyla
H Tavvuxic 11°15 p.p.
Axolovfela ™¢ AvaoTdoewg
MeaodvuvyTa

Kuvprakn), 12 AmptAtov
"Ayiwov Tlaoxa

« HKYPIAKH TON BAIQON
Oa teleotel, kotd TO €010
nog, 6to ApeBéatpo Tov
Exmodevticod Kévipov. O
Opbpog Ba apyicel otic 8:00
.1 pue Ocio Agrtovpyia 6TIC
9:00 m.p.

e Ovmorol g evoplog pog
OV OEV UITOPOVV VL
TOPOKOAOVON GOV TAKTIKEG
TPOWES akorovdieg o va
AaPovv ) Octia Kowaovia
KaTd TN O1dpKeELd TNG
Meyaing EBdopddag Loym
TOL WPOPIOV EPYAGing TOVG,
umopovv vo Adpovv OeLa
Kowowvia oe 600 mpwivec
Oeleg Aertovpyieg. O
Aertovpyieg avTég yivovton
™ Meydin I[éumnt otig
7:00 m.p. ko To Meydio
Yappato otig 8:00 m.pu.

"Evog e101og gpdiehog
ECOKAEIETOL Y10l TV TPOGPOPA
yia 1o Ilaoxa
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ST. VASILLIOS GREEK SCHOOL EAAHNIKO EXOAEIO AT'IOX BAXIAEIOX

We welcomed the New Year with Agiasmo and Vasilopita. Special thanks to Donna & Jimmy Veshaj of
Brothers Restaurant and Deli for donating the delicious vasilopites!

Our Lucky Flouri Winners!
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GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

R < Saturday, March let at 4 O() pm

In the Reverend Andrew J. Demotses Educational Center
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ST VASILLIOS GREEK SCHOOL EAAHNIKO IXOAEIO AT'IOX BAXIAEIOX

GLSLS15151515151515151515

PLEASE JOIN US

St. Vasilios Greek School

ANNUAL GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY
FLAG RAISING CEREMONY =

.
e

@ Peabody City Hall
24 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA

In honorriof Greek Independénce Day,
Mayor Ted Bettencourt along with the students of St. Vasilios
Greek School will proudly raise the Greek Flag at City Hall.

This event is open to family, friends, and fellow parishioners.

EAAAAA!

oL S R,

AN S
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CHURCH SCHOOL

It is never too late to join Sunday Church School. Through engaging lessons, supportive relationships, and
meaningful experiences, Church School inspires children to cultivate a deeper understanding of their faith, em-
body its values and teachings, and contribute positively to their communities and to the world at large.

As we enter the Lenten Season, there will be many opportunities for our students to participate in the life of
the Church. Please attend as many services as possible as a family. Upcoming events include the Icon Proces-
sion held during the Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of Orthodoxy (March 1*"), and the Oratorical Festival held
in the Educational Center on March 8™. Notices will be posted and given to each student. There are no Church
School classes on Feb. 15", President’s Day weekend.

More information will follow regarding a St. Lazarus Retreat and palm making on April 4™, request for
Myrrophores during Holy Week, Goya events, and Church School High School graduation.

Wishing you all a Blessed Lenten Journey!

The 10 Commandment Tablets made by Grade 2
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DONATIONS FOR LENT AND HOLY WEEK

It is our custom to decorate the icon of Theotokos for the Akathist Services on Friday evenings during Great
Lent. There are five opportunities to decorate the icon of the Theotokos and the cost of each is $135. If you
wish to decorate the icon in memory of or for the good health of a loved one, please call the church office at
978-531-0777.

Daffodils for the Veneration of the Cross (3rd Sunday of Lent)............... $175
Decorate the Lazarus iCON. ... ....o.vuiiieiiiit e $150
Palms for Palm Sunday................oooiiiiii $450

0 Palm TrEeS. . v vttt $35 each
Decorate the Palm Sunday iCon...........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii i $150
Decorate the Nymphios 1CON........uuiuiiiiii i, $175
Decorate the CrucifiXion 1CON.........uiuuiitiitiit i, $150

Red rose wreath for the Cross..........cooeiiiiiiiii i $110
White rose wreath for the Cross..........oooiiiiiiiiiiiie, $110

12 beeswax candles for the Cross..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie $10 each
12 candles for the 12 GOSpels........c.ovniiiiiii e $10 each
Decorate Myrrh Bearing Women icon..............covoiiiiiiiiiiiiiann, $150
Decorate Lavaron of the Resurrection..............c.ocooiiiiiiiiiiiinn . $200

2 cases of Bay Laurel...........cooiiiiiiii $300 each
5 clergy Paschal Candles............ooouiuiiiiiiiiiii e $50 each
INCEIMSE. .ottt e $35 each
Charcoal. ... ..o $25 each
Twin Sheet (flat).........ooouiiii i, $25 each
OLIVE Ol ettt et $25 each

Looking to Buy or IN MEMORY OF PARENTS
®] Sell a Restaurant?
GEORGE & ANNE

Call Chris Roumeliotis
(617) 564-1448

Phone: 617) 564-1443 GIANARELIS AND

Fax: (617) 564-1488
90 Canal Street, 4th Floor Mobile: (978) 836-9596

Boston, MA 02114 Email: chris@nerest.com H USBAN D RALP H V. M I RRA

See our listings at www.nerest.com
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ST. VASILIOS KNITTING GROUP

St. Veesilios

KNITTING GROUP

COME RELAX AND KNIT WITH US.
RED HEART YARN AND NEEDOLES
AVAILABLE FOR BEGINNERS

ADVANCED KNITTERS FEEL FREE
TO BRING YOUR OWN SUPPLIES

ANY QUESTIONS EMAIL
ALEXIS KEREAKOGLOW
ABALIOTIS@GMAIL.COM

THE 2"° AND 4™ TUESDAYS OF
THE MONTH

STARTS FEB10
10-11:30AM

BEGINNERS THROUGH
ADVANCED

3 - A EUREKA IN REAL ESTATE!
h"iﬁ m — SUCCESS BEYOND NUMBERS
bl T el
COMMUNITY
credit union EUREKA

Redefining Achievement in Property Ventures

USINESS BANKING — PERSONAL BANKING - MORTGAGES e e D e

a2 = = N
gy .y

- Crafting Compelling Narratives Christina Maria Bray (Guibas)

32 CENTRAL STREET - (978) 968-2222 - Tailored Strategic Negotiation (781)732-7295
WWW.myccu.OI'g - Personalized Client Experience Erirel HomesPll@g ot tlockcom.
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A THANK YOU FROM THE VA

u.s Department of Veterans Affairs Center for Development and Civic Engagement {(135)
i 200 Springs Road

Bedford, MA 01730

Veterans Health Administration
Bedford Healthcare System

December 23, 2025
in Reply Refer To: 518/135

DONATION ID: 3385941
St. Vasilios Greek Orthodox Church
c/o Maria Collins
5 Paleologos St.
Peabody, MA 01960

Dear St. Vasilios, Greek Orthodox Church,

On behalf of the Veterans and staff at Bedford VA, we would like to express our
sincere appreciation for your generous donation of household cleaning supplies and
personal care items for our Veterans.

Your thoughtfulness reflects the concern and compassion that our community feels
for our Veterans and for the service they provided to all of us. We are truly grateful
and appreciate your support.

Thank ygu again for your generous contribution.

CASEY SLOAN
Acting Chief, Center for Development & Civic Engagement

In accordance with VHA Directive 4721, we are required to state "The Department of Veterans Affairs did not provide
you, the donor, any goods or services in consideration in whole or part for your contribution.”

EVELYN ROCKAS

PREMIER ASSOCIATE

Passion. Expertise. Integrity

PLACE YOUR AD HERE S B

www.EvelynRockasRealEstate.com

EE) coLDWELL BANKER REALTY
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
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Icon Procession March 1st

Sunday of Orthodoxy

The Sunday of Orthodoxy is the first Sunday of Great Lent. All the
children of the parish are invited to participate in the Icon
Procession in Church during the Liturgy on March 1*

Children should bring to Church an Icon of their own or we will
provide an Icon for use during the procession. The first 3 pews will
be reserved so children may sit with their classmates and teachers.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
ST. VASILIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH U.S. POSTAGE

S PALEOLOGOS STREET PAID

PEABODY, MA 01960-4496 PERMIT No. 15
PEABODY, MA 01960

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED



