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The Parish and 
the Priest

Why is a Parish es-
tablished? What is 
expected of a Priest? 
I bet most of you are 
wondering why I 
bother to pose such 
questions, the an-
swers to which are 
so obvious. Yet, we 
sometimes fail to 
remember that a 

Greek Orthodox Parish is established 
to proclaim the salvific message of 
Jesus Christ-the message of love, for-
giveness, reconciliation and salvation. 
Too often --- for some individuals---
parishes are centers "of godless chatter 
and contradictions of what is falsely 
called knowledge." (1Timothy 6,20).
     St. Paul teaches us that "The 
Church is the Body of Christ and we 
are members of that Body." A Parish is 
a Christian Community, not a secular 
club, not a fraternal organization. It is 
not governed by the ways of the world, 
but by the ecclesiology and tradition of 
our Church as defined by the Fathers 
of the Church in the Ecumenical Syn-
ods and local Councils. It is an ecclesi-
ology and tradition nourished by the 
blood of the Martyrs. Every Commu-
nity in our Metropolis must be a mod-
ern day Jacob's well---a refreshing oa-
sis where life's travelers may quench 
their spiritual thirsts.
     Every Community must be a bea-
con of faith, concern and commitment, 

reaching out as Christ demands in the 
Gospel "to these, the least of my breth-
ren." To those who are homeless and 
hungry, to the hopeless and the desti-
tute. The philanthropic concern of the 
Church must not be limited to Thanks-
giving, or Christmas time, but every 
day of the year. 
     What is expected of a Priest? 
Priests are commissioned to lead the 
community they serve. They are ex-
pected to dedicate their Priesthood to-
wards bringing about a spiritual re-
newal. Their every effort is Christ-
centered.
     A Priest is the head of a Commu-
nity responsible to exercise the priestly 
function. His ministry is to shepherd 
the flock entrusted to his care. His task 
is to direct in an orderly fashion the 
entire life of the Parish, to preserve the 
unity of the Faith, to see to it that the 
Parish is faithful to its purpose which 
is to keep and proclaim the Faith and 
traditions in conformity with the doc-
trine, canons, worship and customs of 
the Greek Orthodox Church. The dia-
konia of every Parish must be the proc-
lamation of the message of Jesus 
Christ. 
     Every Priest is assigned to be the 
leader of the Parish, not an employee. 
Leadership presupposes a willingness 
to serve. Christ said that He came "to 
serve, not to be served." He told His 
disciples, "whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be the first, must 
be your slave." Every Priest strives to 
follow the example of our Lord and 
Savior. To remember His words: "I am 
the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep." (John 
10, 14-15)

     Leadership presupposes a willing-
ness to serve. It also requires the cour-
age to stand for what you believe.... 
Rather what the Church believes, what 
the Church proclaims. A Priest may be 
misunderstood; he may be reviled. 
During those difficult times which are 
bound to happen, a Priest must pray all 
the harder, and remember what our 
Lord said to His disciples, "If the 
world hates you, know that it has hated 
me before it hated you. If you are of 
the world, the world would love its 
own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates 
you.......If they persecuted me, they 
will persecute you; if they kept my 
word, they will keep yours also." (John 
15, 18-21). 
     Every Priest is expected to teach the 
Faith pure and undefiled; to defend the 
Faith. The Church can never sacrifice 
on the altar of expediency what She 
stands for, what the Saints have taught. 
She cannot compromise Her princi-
ples. If She does, She is not worthy of 
the blood spilled by the holy martyrs in 
defense of Truth. Let us remember the 
words Saint Paul wrote to the Chris-
tians living in Rome, "I appeal to you, 
brethren, to take note of those who 
create dissension and difficulties, in 
opposition to the doctrine which you 
have been taught; avoid them. For such 
persons do not serve our Lord Christ, 
but their own appetites, and by fair and 
flattering words they deceive the hearts 
of many." (Romans 16, 17-18)
     Priests work cooperatively with the 
laity and utilize their individual gifts to 

(Continued on page 3)
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Funerals
The following members of St. Vasil-
ios have fallen asleep into the hands 
of our Lord over  the past months.

James Skaliotis
Sylvia (Perakis) Eon

Elaine Lefki Chamatsos
James A. Lalikos
Estelle Sakelakos

Christos H. Shambos
James Korumpas

Beatrice (Lalikos) Polemanako
Licourgos M. Paul

Zoe (Sophios) Cameles
Peter Geomelos

Lulu (Stasinopoulos) Butler
Thomas Gregory

Baptisms
The child of 

Christopher & Jennifer Vale
With Godparent Connie Martino

The child of  
Roland & Enkelejda Cika

With Godparent Vangjelia Kasapi

The child of  
Jason & Yvonne Nolan

With Godparent Speros Venios

The child of  
Mitchell & Christina Salkovitz
With Godparent Ellen Tibbetts

The child of 
Abu & Leah Constantine

With Godparent Joy Zaremba

Memorials
40– Day

Sylvia Sotiria Eon
James G. Skaliotis
Eleni Chamatsos
Christos Shambos
James Korumpas

James Lalikos
Beatrice Polemenako

6– Month
Charles Lalikos

1- Year
Anthony J. George
Demetra Tzortzis

2- Year
Jennie Retos

3- Year
George Georgion

5- Year
Irene Kardaris

Andrew & Rose Machakos
Themes Family

Trisagia
2 yr Georgios Tzortzis

2 yr James Adamopoulos
5 yr Harry Andrian

12 yr Alexandros Kritopoulos

Weekday Services

Beheading of John The Baptist
Saturday, August 29th

8:00 a.m. Orthros 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Elevation of the Cross
Sa/bbato, September 14th

8:00 a.m. Orthros 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

KAQHMERINES IERES AKOLOUQIES

Apokomh/ Kefalh/c Prodro/mou
Paraskeuh/, 29h Augou/stou

8:00 p.m. ‘Orqroc
9:00 p.m. Qei/a Leitourgi/a

H Uywsic tou Timi/ou Staurou/
Deute/ra, 14h Augou/stou

8:00 p.m. ‘Orqroc
9:00 p.m. Qei/a Leitourgi/a

Weddings

Rolans Cika & Enkelejda Koci 
with sponsor Vangjekia Kasapi 

Jean Skaff & Abigail Cooper
with sponsor Elie Skaf

Matthew Alvanese & Kyra Bartiromo
with sponsor Alexis Bartiromo

Ronald Ray Oliver, Jr. & 
Irene Korisianos

With sponsor Michelle Korisianos 

Ryan Michael Quick & 
Vanessa Helene Kostopoulos
with sponsor Alexis Dwyer

Michael J. Vagianos & 
Sara Asadoorian 

with sponsor Steven Vayanos

Alexandros Tsoupas & Briana Reardon 
with sponsor Christine Martins

Winter  Hours
Please note that winter  hours for 
Church Services begin on Sunday, 
September 13, 2009

Orthros  - Greek
8:00 a.m.

1st Divine Liturgy - English
9:00 a.m.

2nd  Divine Liturgy  - Greek & English
10:30 a.m.

XEIMERINES WRES
Fe/romev eic gvw/siv umw/v o/ti oi 
xeimerine/c w/rec qa arxi/souv 
thn Kuriakh,/ 13h Septembri/ou 
2009

‘Orqroc - Ellhnika/ 
8:00 p.m.

Prw/th Qei/a Leitourgi/a-Agglika/
9:00 p.m.

Deu/terh Qei/a Leitourgi/a 
Ellhnika/ kai Agglika/

The Social Butterfly

Event Planning & Design
Custom Invitations

Greek Weddings & Baptisms
Jessica Stasinos

978.210.6855
www.socialbutterflyinc.net

NEW ENGLAND
MEAT MARKET

Charles Silva
62 Walnut Street,

Peabody, MA 01960
978-531-0846

MENIATES FAMILY
IN MEMORY OF

JAMES X. MENIATES

METRO CLEANERS
43 Foster Street, 

Peabody, MA

HOUSE OF QUALITY
978-532-6337

VASILIOS SIMOU 
AND FAMILY

SPARTAN OIL CO., INC.
24 Hour Emergency

Burner Service

John Karedis
(978) 744-0342

ORGETTAS FAMILY
IN MEMORY OF

MICHAEL & RENA 
ORGETTAS

FOFO’S
Wedding & Baptism Items, 

Stefana, Candles, Martyrika, 
Favors, Religious Items

Tue-Fri 11-6 Sat 11-4
136 Main Street, 

Peabody, MA 01960
978 977 9141

KATSAPETSES  FAMILY
IN MEMORY OF
NICK & OLGA
KATSAPETSES

MOUSIKO
XEFANTOMA

Live Greek Music for 
Every Occasion

Weddings �” Baptisms �”Anniversaries

Demetri
617-407-0626

mousikox@yahoo.com

Homemade Greek 
Pastries By Niki

Diples
Kourabiedes

Melomakarona
Koulourakia

781-593-2463

Constantine Kalogianis
President

Paul Foukas
Vice-President

ENOSIS DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

1.617.335.2927
paulfoukas@gmail.com

ckalogianis@hotmail.com

Mackey   
Funeral Home

Danvers Square

James G. Sampsonis
Director

22 Conant Street �” Danvers, MA 01923

978-744-0033978-531-5787

ATLANTIC PLUMBING  & HEATING
RESIDENTIAL—COMMERCIAL

Michael S. Zolotas—Lic. #9274
Office (978) 532-1922- Cell (978) 375-4154



ORTHODOX LIFE - September, 2009 Page 14
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Donations

IN MEMORY OF CHRISTOS  SHAMBOS
 $       50 Shipmates of USS Centaurus 
 $       30 Helen Adamopoulos, Gail & Tom Pappas
 $       25 Robert & Doris Gates
 $       50 Barry & Mary Osborne
 $       20 Earl & Elaine Case 

IN MEMORY OF ZOE CAMELES
 $       50 Michael & Mary Limberakis 
 $       10 Mr. & Mrs. George Bohanon 
 $       25 John & Helen Poulakis
 $       50 John P. & Carol Poulakis
 $       50 Thomas & Eugenia Ghikas

 $    200 Pauline & George Troubetaris in memory of Christos P. Kentros

 $    100 
Denise Martwichuck, Michael & Mary Lee Martwichuck, George & Elaine Martwichuck in memory 
of Christos P. Kentros

 $       50 Mr. & Mrs. A. T. Laskaris in memory of James Lalikos
 $       25 Norman Dobson
 $       50 John & Gia Zolotas & family in memory of Christos Kentros
 $    100 Ms. Bella Tournas in memory of brothers & sisters
 $       50 Janice Lalikos in memory of James A. Lalikos
 $       20 Dorothy Tsouvalas in memory of Alexandria Tranos
 $    100 Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Spaneas & Son in memory of Uncle Christos Kentros
 $    200 George C. & Judy Tranos in loving memory of our mother Mary Tranos
 $       50 Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Chigas & family in memory of Stephen H. Chigas

 $    100 Stacia Roberts and Helen Hathaway & family in memory of son & brother Arthur Kutsumitis
 $       25 Mary Emeromistis in memory of Stavros Sinapis
 $       25 Mary Nickitopoulos in memory of Stavros Sinapis
 $       20 In memory of Arthur Kutsumitis

 $    100 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Valaskatgis in memory of parents Malamato & Emmanuel Valaskatgis and Ores-
tes & Hariclea Vontzalides

 $       25 Charlie, Robin & Vassy Helas in memory of Georgia Tsouvalas
 $    100 The George Family in memory of Anthony J. George

 $    100 
Mr. & Mrs. Kyriakos Andrinopoulos & Sons in memory of mother & grandmother Despina  Hore-
miotis

 $       30 Anonymous in memory of Peter Geomelos
 $       30 Mrs. Matthew P. Halepakis in memory of Peter Geomelos

 $       50 Mr. & Mrs. John M. Apostolides in memory of Peter Geomelos
 $    100 Charles, Pauline, Eleni Halepakis in memory of Peter  Geomelos
 $       60 Mrs. Gianoula Kritopoulos & family in memory of husband Alexandros Kritopoulos
 $       30 Mr. & Mrs. Stefan Vounessea

 $       50 
Helen Adamopoulos, Gail, Tom & Yanni Pappas in memory of husband, father & papou James 
Adamopoulos

 $       50 Mr. & Mrs. George Polychronopoulos in memory of Licourgas M. Paul
 $       25 Donna Claveau in memory of Beatrice Polemenako
 $       25 Norman Dobson
 $       25 Peter  & Ann Katsulas in memory of Licourgas Paul
 $       25  Mr. & Mrs. John Diminture in memory of Dorothy Maihos
 $       50 Donna Claveau in memory of Beatrice Polemenako

 $    100 Charles, Pauline, Eleni Halepakis in memory of Scott Gagnan
 $    100 Helen Migas in memory of Scott Gagnan
 $       50 Norman Dobson
 $ 2,025 Friends & Family of Ermioni Reppas
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International Festival
St. Vasilios will be participating in 

the City of Peabody’s annual Interna-
tional Festival on Sunday, September 
13th.  If you are interested in making a 
donation for this event, please contact 
Speros Venios at 978 531 0476.  

We will be skewering for the In-
ternational Festival on Thursday, 
September 10, at 6 p.m. in the 
kitchen.  All are welcomed to assist.

Fall 2009
Dates to Remember

Greek School Registration
Wednesday, September 2, 2009

 4:30-6:30 pm

Greek Festival &
Organizations Meeting

Wednesday, September 9, 2009
7 p.m.

Church School Resumes
Sunday, September 13, 2009

Peabody 
International Festival

Sunday, September 13, 2009

Greek School Resumes
Monday, September 14, 2009

Agiasmos 3:30 PM

An Evening Honoring
Fr. Christopher Foustoukos
Sunday, September 20, 2009

Metropolis of Boston 
Camp Open House

Saturday, September 26, 2009

Parish Ministries Fair
Sunday, September 27, 2009

2009 Greek Festival
October 16, 17, 18, 2009

Fall Family Festival
Saturday, October 24, 2009

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

VETERANS DAY/
St. Val’s Men’s Club Memorial 

Service
Breakfast for all
November 2009

Date To Be Announced

HEALTHBEAT
Sophia Grevelis R.N.
Parish Nurse

Warning Signs of 
Stroke and Heart Attack
This material is taken right from the 
American Heart Association.  It is very 
important to know these signs; it could 
save someone’s life.
Stroke Warning Signs
Stroke is a medical emergency.  Every 
second counts because time lost it 
brain lost.

1. Sudden numbness or weakness 
of the face, arm or leg espe-
cially on one side of the body.

2. Sudden confusion, trouble 
speaking or understanding.

3. Sudden trouble seeing in one 
or both eyes.

4. Sudden trouble walking, dizzi-
ness, loss of balance or coordi-
nation.

5. Sudden, severe headache with 
no known cause/

If you or someone with you has one or 
more of these signs call 911 immedi-
ately.  If given within three hours of 
the start of symptoms, a clot-busting 
drug can reduce long term disability 
for the most common type of stroke.
Heart Attack Warning Signs
Some heart attacks are sudden and in-
tense, but most of them start slowly, 
with mild pain or discomfort.

1. Chest discomfort.  It can feel 
like uncomfortable pressure, 
squeezing, fullness or pain in 
the center of the chest.

2. Discomfort in other areas of 
the upper body. Can include 
pain or discomfort in one or 
both arms, the back, neck, jaw 
or stomach.

3. Shortness of breath.  It can 
occur with or without chest 
discomfort.

4. Other signs. These may in-
clude breaking out in a cold 
sweat, nausea, or lightheaded-
ness.

If you or someone with you has one or 

more of these signs call 911 and get to 
the hospital right away.  If you are the 
one having symptoms, and cannot ac-
cess EMS have someone drive you.  
DO NOT DRIVE YOURSELF.  Car-
diovascular disease is the number one 
cause of death in women.  What many 
people don’t realize is that symptoms 
of heart attack in women are often dif-
ferent from men.  Women are more 
likely to experience nausea, dizziness 
and anxiety as symptoms that indicate 
a heart attack.  Chest pain may also 
include back pain and/or deep aching 
throbbing in one or both arms.  
Clammy sweating.  Fluid retention in 
ankles or lower legs.  Palpitations.  
Heaviness in chest.

*Input your town’s direct dial 
police and fire department numbers in 
your cell phone, when you dial 911 
from a cell phone, the call is sent to the 
State Police and then dispatched to the 
local town, wasting several minutes.

The Parish and 
the Priest

build the community, the Church, the 
Body of Christ. Those who serve with 
them must be men and women of good 
repute, of deep faith and commitment, 
who live the sacramental life of the 
Church, who attend Services, who are 
liturgically alive, who are knowledge-
able of their Faith. They must be men 
and women who, by their sterling 
Christian family lifestyles, provide an 
example for other laity to emulate. 
Through the cooperative efforts of 
clergy and laity, I pray that all of our 
Communities be beacons of our Faith.

(Continued from page 1)
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At present, however, I 
am going to Jerusalem 
in a ministry to the 
saints; for Macedonia 
and Achaia have been 
pleased to share their 
resources with the poor 
among the saints at 

Jerusalem. They were pleased to do 
this, and indeed they owe it to them; 
for if the Gentiles have come to share 
in their spiritual blessings, they ought 
also to be of service to them in mate-
rial things.
--Saint Paul’s Letter to the Romans 15: 
25 – 27

One of the distinctive realities 
of the Narthex of the church is the 
presence of all the candles—certainly 
not the ones laying at the pangari, but 
those that have been lit by the faithful 
and stand upright.  While we often do 
not realize it, the “lighting of the can-
dle” is among the very first acts we do 
when entering the church.  As Ortho-
dox Christians we all recognize that 
entering into a church nave and not 
lighting a candle would be unusual, to 
say the least.  But the candle that lay 
unlit for long and now stands with 
brightness became, without realizing it, 
our first offering of the day to God.

There is a connection, bibli-
cally, between material and spiritual 
offerings.  This connection answers the 
question, “Why should I give?”  If we 

look at the New Testament, Saint Paul 
instructed the Gentile churches to col-
lect on the Lord’s Day whatever their 
parishioners had put aside the week 
before and offer it for the Jewish 
Christian poor of Jerusalem.  Saint 
Paul says, “They were pleased to do 
this, and indeed they owe it to them; 
for if the Gentiles have come to share 
in their spiritual blessings, they ought 
also to be of service to them in mate-
rial things” (Romans 15: 27) .

Saint Paul reminds the Gentile 
churches of God that their material 
offerings are a necessity, because they 
complete what is lacking in the other 
(oftentimes needy) members of the 
body of Christ.  Some believers are 
able to give more of their time and tal-
ents (“spiritual treasure”) to support 
the body of Christ, and Christ’s body 
prospers because of it.  Still, there are 
those who can give more of their mate-
rial treasure than either time or tal-
ents—and the body of Christ is 
strengthened because of it.  Even so, 
there are believers who can give all 
three in equal measure.  If you have 
ever asked yourself, “Why should I 
give?” is it not obvious?  You give so 
that Christ may be freely and joyfully 
shared by all, so that by our material 
and spiritual offerings, we may com-
plete one another and come to share in 
Christ’s inheritance.

The adoption of Christian 
stewardship by Saint Vasilios takes 
this parish to these Christ-centered 
roots in a more direct manner.  Every-
one, according to conscience 
(admittedly not easy), now offers what 
they freely can—of time, talent, and 
treasure.  This is what Christians owe 
to one another.  But like the candle that 
is lit in the Narthex, it is not because 
that, in giving money, I have fulfilled a 
monetary obligation and have now 
have purchased the ear of God to hear 
my prayer.  It is, rather, that in lighting 
the candle, I have now set it in a space 
reserved for all of us, so that in my 
offering and that of yours, Christ may 
be shared by all—and, in the hearing 
our requests borne of faith, Christ may 
complete what is lacking in you and 
me.

Page 4

Rev. Panteleimon Klostri
Assistant Pastor

Why We Give

On this day are commemorated 
two events connected with the precious 
Cross of Christ: the first, the finding of 
the Cross on Golgotha and the second 
the returning of the Cross to Jerusalem 
from Persia.

Staying in the Holy Land, the holy 
Empress Helena decided to look for the 
Precious Cross of the Lord.  An old 
Jew called Judah was the only person 
who knew the whereabouts of the 
Cross, and, under pressure from the 
Empress, he revealed that the Cross 
was buried under the Temple of Venus 
that the Emperor Hadrian had built on 
Golgotha.  The Empress ordered that 
this idolatrous temple be pulled down, 
and then, digging deep below it, she 
found three crosses.  While the Em-
press was in uncertainty about how to 
recognize which cross was the Lord’s, 
a funeral procession passed by.  Then 
Patriarch Macarius told them to place 
the crosses one by one on the dead 
man.  When they placed the first and 
the second on him, the dead man re-
mained unchanged, but when they 
placed the third on him, he was re-
stored to life.  By this, they knew that 
this was the Precious and Life-giving 
Cross of Christ.  After that, they placed 
it on a sick woman, and she recovered.  
Then the Patriarch raised the Cross 
aloft for all to see, and the people sang 
with tears: “Lord, have mercy!”  The 
Empress Helena had a silver casing 
made, and placed the Precious Cross in 
it.

Later, King Chrozroes conquered 
Jerusalem, took  the people into slav-
ery and carried the Lord’s Cross off to 
Persia, where it remained for fourteen 
years.  In 628, the Greek Emperor 
Heraclius was victorious over Choz-
roes and brought the Cross back to Je-
rusalem with great ceremony.  Entering 

(Continued on page 5)

The Exaltation 
of the 

Life Giving Cross
September 14

ORTHODOX LIFE - September,  2009 Page 21

St. Vasilios Greek Orthodox Church
Presents

Fall Family Festival

Saturday, October 24, 2009
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Please join us for a fun afternoon of games, 
raffles and fun for the whole family.

Sponsored by the Parish Organizations
Parish Council - Philoptochos

Men’s Club - PTA - Youth Choir
Church School - Greek School

Sr. GOYA, Jr. GOYA, JOY

For more information, please contact
Jessica Stasinos at 978 -210 -6855

Chrissa Pissios at 508-527-4371

2009 Greek 
Festival

Friday, Saturday, Sunday
October 16, 17, 18, 2009

St. Vasilios Greek Orthodox Church
Peabody, MA

Save the Dates as St. Vasilios Prepares 
for its  Annual Festival

IN MEMORY OF JAMES G. SKALIOTIS
 $       25 Frank & June Clark
 $       25 St. Val's Mens Club
 $       25 Stella & Clay Anastopoulos
 $       25 Mary Zolotas

IN MEMORY OF ELENI CHAMATSOS
 $       40  Mr. & Mrs. Yani Makridis
 $    100 Evangelia Siakallis
 $       20 Anna Ginnetti-Ricci
 $       50 George & Eugenia Petrides
 $       50 Mr. & Mrs. John Chamatsos
 $       25 Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Gikas

Donations

Don’t Miss These Upcoming Events

 $       30 faithful parishioners of Penelope House
 $       50 Helen Nanis in memory of Eva Makrogiannis
 $       25 Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Zaimes in memory of Tom Gregory
 $    100 Mr. & Mrs. Kyriakos Andrinopoulos & sons in memory of mother & grandmother Despina Horemiote
 $    100 Ted & Gloria Kougianos & sons in memory of mother & grandmother Despina Horemiote
 $       50 Mr. & Mrs. Ted Kougianos in memory of Eleni Chamatsos
 $       50 Mr. & Mrs. Ted Kougianos in memory of Carol Kipouras
 $    100 Eunice Smyrnios in memory of husband Philip N. Smyrnios
 $    100 Priscilla Smyrnios in memory of brother Philip N. Smyrnios
 $       25 Mrs. Angelina Stamas in memory of Zoe A. Cameles
 $       20 Jan Rubin in memory of Basil "Bill" Galatis
 $       25 Anthony & Paula Corey in memory of Eva Makrogiannis
 $    100 Lee & Nick Ganaway in memory of Peter L. Geomelos
 $       25 Mr. & Mrs. Chester Hincman in memory of Zoe Cameles
 $    300 Anonymous in memory of one- year memorial of Paul Meniates
 $ 1,000 Bill Kipouras in loving memory of wife Carol Kipouras
 $       60 Mr. & Mrs. Nikolaos Korkaris

 $       35 John &  Jennie Quartarone in memory of Estelle Sakelakos
 $    305 Friends & Family in memory of Christos Shambos
 $    100 Barbara Stamoulis in memory of Eva Makrogiannis
$    300   John & Jennie Quartarone in memory of parents Philip& Bessie Nickola, sisters Georgia & Cleo Nickola, 

brother William Nickola
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JOY
JOY involves elementary aged members of our community, in grades 1 through 
5, that meet once a month and do activities at the church.  Past events have in-
cluded movie nights, arts and crafts, and recreational activities.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Fr. Panteleimon, JOY’s spiritual advisor at 978-531-
0777.

JOY SCHEDULE
CHRIST THE TRUE VINE

DATE THEME & PROJECT
SEPT 19      The Cross of Christ—making basil Cross trees
OCT 24       Fall Family Festival
NOV 14       Preparing for Advent – social outing (corn maze, bowling)
DEC  12       Ornaments and Caroling (hosted at a home)

Junior GOYA
Junior GOYA involves young people in grades 6 through 8. Activities of 

this group also take place outside the church complex and include hay rides, 
skating trips and similar socials. Junior GOYA usually meets on the 2nd Sunday 
of each month from 6:00pm-8:00pm during the school year.  St. Vasilios Festi-
val participation is required, and young adults (high school graduates and older) 
are invited and encouraged to assist in providing program supervision and posi-
tive role models.

The Junior GOYA kickoof meeting for the new GOYA year is Sunday, 
September 14th in the Educational Center.  We will be discussing our outlook 
for the year and look forward to getting your input.  For more information, 
please contact Greg Spyropoulos at 978-815-9003.

Sr. GOYA
Who can join the Senior GOYA? The St. Vasilios Sr. GOYA is for all high 
school teens in grades 9 through 12. 
When does Sr. GOYA begin and end for the year? Meetings begin for the 
year the second weekend in September and finish at the end of June.
How often does the Senior GOYA get together? Meetings are twice a month -
on the second and fourth Sundays (unless otherwise noted). See our at 
www.stvasilios.org  for more information. So as to offer something to all teens, 
the first meeting of the month is always held at Saint Vasilios. Our second 
meeting of the month is an activity outside of the church grounds.
What kinds of activities does GOYA do at the church? Our meetings at the 
church generally consist of a brief business meeting to plan upcoming events 
followed by volleyball, basketball, dodgeball, a movie night, ice cream social, a 
"family style" dinner, and more!
What kinds of activities does GOYA do outside of the church grounds? Red 
Sox games, Celtics games, movies, mini-golf, laser tag, ice skating, our annual 
weekend ski trip to Sunday River in Maine, trips into Boston, and more!
All that sounds great! Is the Sr. GOYA involved with any service work? 
Working in conjunction with our Sunday School's High School class, the GOY-
Ans are involved with community service exclusively with the Salem Mission 
Food Pantry and Homeless Shelter.
In addition, the GOYA is always happy to serve their parish by volunteering at 
the Church Festival, Family Picnic, cleaning the church on Holy Friday, and 
various other church events.
How do I join the Sr. GOYA? You may contact Andrew Constantinou 
andrew.constantinou@verizon.net for information. 

2009 Greek Festival 
The 2009 Greek Festival will be 

held the weekend of October 16th.   
The next organizational meeting of 
the Festival will take place on 
Wednesday, September 9th at 7 p.m.  
All those interested in assisting are 
asked to please attend this meeting. 
Donations

The success of our Annual Greek 
Festival is dependent on your generous 
support.  If you are interested in making 
a donation in support of the Festival, 
please contact the church office or 
Speros Venios at 978 531 0476
Baking

The Philoptochos will begin prepa-
rations for the Greek Festival in late 
September.  For more information, 
please see the Philoptochos newsletter, 
or contact Ruth Morfis at 978-531-
8655 for more information.
Counrty Store

The Festival Country Store is pres-
ently seeking donations of baked items 
and other goods to be sold at the Festi-
val.  For more information, please con-
tact Persephone Santos at 978 977 
0068.
Booth Rentals

If you’re interested in showcasing 
your own items for sale at the Festival, 
please contact Angelo Scangas at 978 
430 7611 for more information on rent-
ing a table as a vendor of the festival.
Kitchen Prep

To volunteer for the kitchen, please 
contact Steve Stephanides at 978 744 
8531
Skewering

We will be skewering for the Festi-
val on Wednesday, October 14, and 
Thursday, October 15, at 6 p.m. at the 
Educational Center.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Steve Stepha-
nides at 978 744 8531
Souvenir Journal

The Souvenir Journal sponsorship 
forms were mailed in September.  For 
more information, or to place a greet-
ing in the Souvenir Journal, please 
contact Jessica Stasinos at 978 210 
6855 or Charlene Deftos at 508 284 
0485
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Sunday, September 20, 2009
Rev. Andrew J. Demotses Educational Center

St. Vasilios Greek Orthodox Church

$50 Per Ticket

6:30 p.m. Cocktails & Mezedakia
7:30 p.m. Dinner

We Invite the Entire Community to Attend 
with Their Families, as we Celebrate Fr. Chris’s 
20th Anniversary of Ordination to the Holy 

Diaconate and Priesthood

  To purchase tickets , please call 
Diane Nikola at 978-531-7772

Kirsten Nikola at 978-835-7181
Church office at 978 531 0777

All Proceeds to Benefit St. Vasilios

Fr. Christopher Foustoukos
Celebrates 20 Years

the city, Heraclius was carrying the 
Cross on his back, but suddenly the 
aged Emperor was unable to take an-
other step.  Patriarch Zacharias saw an 
angel directing the Emperor to take off 
his imperial robes and walk beneath 
the Cross along the way Christ had 
walked, barefoot and humiliated, as He 
had been.  He passed this vision on to 
the Emperor, who stripped himself of 
his raiment and, in poor clothing and 
barefoot, took up the Cross, carried it 
to Golgotha and placed it in the Church 
of the Resurrection, to the joy and con-
solation of the whole Christian world.

FOR CONSIDERATION
To take another’s sin on oneself is 

a form of martyrdom, and a sign of 
very great love for one’s neighbor.  As 
the wages of sin is death (James 1:15), 
to take another’s sin on oneself is to 
add a second death to one’s own.  But 
God rewards with resurrection those 
who, from love, take another’s sin on 
themselves.  There are many examples 
among the saints of this taking of a 
neighbor’s sin on oneself.  Thus, it is 
said of St. Ammon: a brother fell into 
sin, then came to Ammon and told him 
that, because of his sin, he must leave 
the monastery and return to the world.  
Ammon told him that he would take 
the sin on himself, and urged his 
brother to remain in the monastery.  
The brother stayed, and the elder Am-
mon stood offering repentance and 
prayer to God.  After a short time, the 
elder received a revelation from God 
that the sin was forgiven because of his 
love for the brother.  When St. 
Macarius, St. Simeon the Fool for 
Christ, St. Theodore and others were 
accused of immorality, they did not 
defend themselves but, taking the sin 
of others on themselves, took also the 
harsh punishment for sin and patiently 
endured until God revealed their inno-
cence to men.

--taken from The Prologue from 
Ochrid

(Continued from page 4)

2009 marks Fr. Chris’s 20th anniversary of being ordained to the Holy Di-
aconate and Priesthood.  The St. Vasilios Community is hosting a special eve-
ning to celebrate Fr. Chris’s service to His Church.

Please join us, as we will enjoy a dinner together, and will then have some 
friends of Fr. Chris’s reflect over the past 20 years, and provide inspiration for 
many years to come.

An Evening Honoring
Fr. Christopher Foustoukos
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Rev. Christopher P. Foustoukos
Proistamenos
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Parish 
Council News

President’s Message

Speros C. Venios
President, Parish Council

As everyone is aware, much dis-
cussion took place over the summer 
with regards to our financial situation.  
The Parish Council was quite pleased 
with the turnout at both General As-
sembly Meetings, and hope that this 
renewed interest in our parish will re-
sult in continued support of our mis-
sion.

It is fitting that we have dedicated 
this issue of Orthodox Life to the many 
ministries offered at St. Vasilios.  As 
each of these ministries are part of the 
body of our church, none can survive 
single handedly.  Instead, each minis-
try is a part of our parish, and more 
importantly, a part of the Orthodox 
Church as a whole.

I urge you to take the time and 
read through the numerous programs 
offered by our parish and examine your 
current level of involvement in the 
community.  With our offering of pro-
grams constantly changing, I am sure 
that you will find a way to become a 
more active member of the community.

Whether you join an organization, 
sing in the choir, volunteer for the fes-
tival, or encourage your children or 
grandchildren to do the same, you will 
add to the life of St. Vasilios.

As both Fr. Chris and Fr. Panteli 
write in their sermonettes this month, it 
is impossible for us to maintain and 
grow our parish without the financial 
support of the community.

I thank you for your love of St. 
Vasilios and His Church.  Together, we 
will continue to live the ideals of St. 
Vasilios Church, and ensure that our 
community remains a vibrant one for 
years to come.

-Spero

Your Support 
Can Make The 

Difference

Of all human experi-
ences, being forgotten 
and forsaken must hurt 
the most.  Think of an 
unwanted child, with 
parents who don’t care.  
Can anyone measure the 
loneliness a little child 
like this must endure?  

The unhappy days without love?
What is it like to live in a for-

gotten land, where each day is a strug-
gle to stay alive?  Where hunger pits 
man against child.  Where the human 
spirit fights for one more day to live 
while the body begs to die.  A 
wretched life of fear and isolation.  
Abandoned, forsaken, forgotten by 
people living with plenty of food and 
clean water.

A church can be forgotten at 
times with the hectic pace of life along 
with the demands of work and family.  
Thankfully our parishioners love their 
parish!  However with the current 
economy it is very necessary that we 
reach for 100% participation of all our 
members.

At the General Assembly 
meeting on Monday, June 15, we all 
learned that St. Vasilios is facing a 
challenge as well.    Our parish is con-
fronted with the daunting task of trying 
to balance the budget that we all 
passed at the General Assembly last 
November 17th.  In reality, we are 
faced with two options or perhaps a 
combination of options.  Certainly one 
option is to slash the budget which 
would mean a drastic cut in services to 
our faithful.  Another alternative is to 
reach out to all our parishioners and 
ask them to remember St. Vasilios.

As everyone knows the Stew-
ardship Program has replaced our old 
“Dues System.”  What that means is 
there is no fixed amount that a person 

must give to St. Vasilios in order to be 
a member.  Parishioners are asked to 
give out of love to St. Vasilios an 
amount that they feel is fair for them.  
Furthermore, if each year our faithful 
increase their pledge by the rate of in-
flation St. Vasilios will always be in 
great financial shape.  Please note that 
those parishioners, who in the past, 
filled out their request for “gratis 
status” are still members of St. Vasilios 
and will continue to be members.  
Happily, however, many of these pa-
rishioners out of their love for the 
church are also making pledges to St. 
Vasilios.  What St. Vasilios desper-
ately needs is to have 100% of its 
members financially supporting the 
parish.  I know that the members of our 
parish family are proud of the ministry 
of Christ that takes place on the North 
Shore by St. Vasilios.  Furthermore, I 
believe that the remaining 771parish-
ioners who have been busy and dis-
tracted by all the pressures of their 
lives now know the critical juncture 
that St. Vasilios finds itself.  I also 
have faith that they will respond to this 
Annual Appeal to support our parish.  
Moreover, I am grateful to our parish-
ioners who have increased their 
pledges by whatever amount in order 
that the work of St. Vasilios continues 
uninterrupted.

Without everyone’s support a 
church, our church, can struggle in 
heartache and despair when numbers 
choose not to give it their support.  
When this happens, a church battles to 
stay alive, wasting time counting pen-
nies instead of doing God’s work.  And 
the children and the hungry are forgot-
ten.

But when a church like St. Va-
silios is remembered, God’s work 
faces a future filled with cheerful, 
happy, bright days.  And the children 
and the hungry also feel this promise.  
Your financial support can make the 
difference.  Please consider making 
your pledge today!

+ Fr. Chris
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Youth Programming
Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; 

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
- Mark 10:14

St. Vasilios Church attempts to provide a variety of activities that engage the interest of our young people, and enrich 
their lives. For youth to enjoy them, however, interested parents are a prerequisite.  Young people do not participate 
unless they are encouraged to do so by concerned, committed parents.  These programs seek to foster and strengthen ties 
to the parish, to provide social interaction in the context of Orthodox Christian values, and to offer opportunities for reli-
gious formation. The participation of our youth and young adults is earnestly encouraged.

40 - 4 Playgroup

Our playgroup is for parents/caregivers and their children from 40 days to 4 years of age.  We hope to promote new 
friendships within our Orthodox community, and to establish a support system for the new and experienced mothers/
fathers.  Most importantly, we wish to provide a fun and engaging atmosphere for our children to play, explore, social-
ize, and grow in the Orthodox faith together.  Meetings include circle time, prayer, singing, a brief lesson on our faith, a 
craft, sharing a snack and/or free play in the gym.  We also have occasional field trips and are planning for a Mommy 
Movie night out.  For those unable to join us on Fridays, we are taking names for interest for an occasional weekend get-
together for fellowship and fun.

A schedule of themes and activities now appears on the church website (see Organizations/ Playgroup) and will also ap-
pear in the weekly bulletin.  For more information, Presvytera Eleni at EKlostri@aol.com.

St. Val’s Hoops
Sports and related activities have always provided a healthy outlet for youthful vigor and enthusiasm. In recent years, 

however, unfortunate trends in organized sporting activities have been disturbing to many parents. The philosophy of 
winning, no matter the human cost, and of the survival of the fittest, has meant that only youngsters of exceptional abil-
ity enjoy real encouragement and opportunity. Those of lesser natural talent are relegated to the devalued position of 
back-benchers.

Through our parish athletic program we seek to provide a truly competitive sporting environment which nonetheless 
reflects Christian values. Since more than 200 boys and girls participate, we are able to form competitive leagues for 
both boys and girls comprised entirely of parish teams. In this league, winning is important, but it is not everything; all 
children, regardless of ability, "make" the team and play in each game. Every child is carefully coached to nurture his/
her self-image and sense of worth. In this supportive and loving atmosphere, even youngsters with little natural ability 
make remarkable progress in their skills and self-confidence. A wonderful awards banquet is held at the end of the sea-
son at which every child is a "winner" and receives a trophy.

The boys' program is divided into 3 leagues, for youngsters between the ages of 8 - 10, 11 - 13, and 14 - 18 respec-
tively. The teams of the youngest group play on Thursdays and Fridays from 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. The middle group 
plays between 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., and the high school group from 9:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

The girls' league plays on Wednesday evenings and is also divided into two age groups (8 - 10) (11 - 13), who follow 
the same game schedule as above. Game rules and coaching techniques differ somewhat in the girls' league to take into 
account their special needs and skills, but share in our common philosophy that participation in sports should be, for 
girls, an experience that builds character, promotes physical conditioning, and provides opportunities for self-
affirmation.

We also hasten to remind parents and grandparents that this program is heavily dependent on adult volunteers. While 
referees are paid professionals, all others providing support and coaching services are drawn from those willing to donate 
their time and talent. Local businesses also participate in our program by sponsoring and underwriting individual teams.

St. Val’s Youth Basketball registration will be held on 9/13,  9/20 & 9/27  after the first  Divine liturgy in the gym.   
All children of the parish ages 8 (before Sept 1st) -grade 9  are eligible. The cost is $35 per player $40 per family.  

We need volunteers for coaching  and assistant coaching if interested or have any questions please contact Steve 
Stephanides  at 978-744-8531  or Tom Gould at 978-531-7010. 
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THE SAINT VASILIOS PTA BOARD WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL NEW AND RETURNING FAMILIES TO 
ANOTHER WONDERFUL YEAR.

THE PTA BOARD FOR 2009-2010
CO- PRESIDENT CHRISTINE MARTINS   978-979-2612
CO- PRESIDENT STASIA PANTAZELOS   978-771-8613
CO-VICE PRESIDENT CHRISTINE COUFOS      978-335-3037
CO-VICE PRESIDENT MYRNA DALKOURAS     978-239-1412
SECRETARY BONNIE ANTONIOU        978-532-3331
TREASURER TRACEY FRANGGOS      978-549-0195

OUR PTA MEETINGS WILL BE HELD IN THE EDUCATIONAL CENTER FROM 10:30AM UNTIL 11:30AM FOLLOWING THE FIRST 
LITURGY. ALL ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. REMINDER DATES WILL BE POSTED IN THE MONTHLY BUL-
LETIN.

2009-2010 MEETING DATES (SUNDAY MORNINGS) 

SEPTEMBER 20 NOVEMBER 8 JANUARY 10 MARCH 7 MAY 2        

OCTOBER 4* DECEMBER 13 FEBRUARY 7 APRIL 11
(SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

*Special meeting will be planned.  More information to follow.

PTA Membership Form 2009-2010
$10.00 per family per calendar year

Welcome to all new and returning families. If you are interested in joining the PTA please complete the infor-
mation below:  

Contact Information
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Street Address: __________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________State _______ZIP Code_____________
Home Phone: ________________________Email Address: _______________________
Number of Children: _______
Please mail form with check for $10.00 payable to “St. Vasilios PTA”                           
To: Tracey Franggos, 41 Pearsons Drive, Byfield, MA 01922

Registration (Sept)
____ Festival (Oct.)*
____ Christmas Party (Dec.) 
         Chairperson Needed
____ Greek School Program (Dec.)**
____ Christmas Community Breakfast  
         (Dec.)*
____ Food Pantry (Jan.)
____Raffle-Dazzle (TBA) 

____ Greek School Program (Mar.)**
____ 6th Grade Greek School Graduation 
          (May)*
____ K-5th Grade Greek School         
         Graduation June)**         
____ Scholarship Dance (June)

*represents set up, serving or      
  clean-up during event

PTA
All members of our parish are encouraged to join the PTA.  The objective of the PTA is to provide educational, reli-

gious and cultural support between parents and teachers of the Church School and Greek School; to encourage commu-
nication between parents and teachers; and, to promote fellowship and parental involvement in the church life of our 
children. The PTA collaborates with the other Church organizations to accomplish the agreed upon goals of our parish. 
The membership fee for the 2009-2010 school year is $10.00 per family. 

During the school year (September-May), the PTA sponsors a fellowship Coffee Hour while children attend Church 
School. Generally, during the coffee hour of the second Sunday of the month, the PTA holds its monthly meetings. The 
PTA also sponsors the annual Family Christmas Party as well as a Year-End Celebration.  To raise funds that will pro-
mote cultural and religious education, we are committed to one major fundraiser in the upcoming school year. Lastly, in 
recognition of the vital role that our children represent in our parish, the PTA sponsors the annual St. Vasilios Scholar-
ship Dance that in 2008 awarded 32 scholarships to graduating high school students. We welcome you all! 
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Saint Vasilios Parishioners Attend Blackfeet 
Nation Mission Trip in Montana

Project Included: Building a Playground, 
Boxing Ring, Handicap Ramps 

and Community Clean Up

From July 20 to 28, parishioners 
from St. Vasilios Greek Orthodox 
Church embarked on a mission trip to 
the Blackfeet Nation Reservation in 
Browning, MT. Young Orthodox 
Christian American Mission Adven-
tures (YOCAMA), a non-profit Ortho-
dox Christian Missionary group based 
in Ohio, organized the project.

Rev. Father Christopher Foustou-
kos and Presbytera Claire and their son 
Peter met Andrew Constantinou, 
Athene Hennessey, Joe Hennessey, 
Kara Hutchison, Cosmo Karalolos, Ari 
Ruci, Nikki Silva and Teddy Stepha-
nides in Chicago. The Boston-area 
travelers then united with more than 50 
other missionaries from Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Ohio and Minnesota. The 
entire group traveled by train for 31 
hours from Chicago to Montana.

Throughout the week, the group 

worked on various projects including: 
building a playground and boxing ring, 
painting a house, community cleanup 
projects and building ramps for handi-
capped residents of the Blackfeet Na-
tion Reservation. 

The playground, which will be 
completed short ly,  is  named 
“Jeremiah’s Corner.” The play-
ground’s namesake, a young boy 
named Jeremiah, died after being 
struck by a car driven by a drunk 
driver. He was playing in the street 
because there was limited recreational 
area. Executive Director of the Black-
feet Nation Boxing Club & Youth 
Center Frank Kip states this play-
ground will help save lives and give 
children a safe place to play.

"Our experience with the Blackfeet 
Nation has given us the opportunity to 
demonstrate our love for God and our 

neighbors.” said Rev. Father 
Christopher.” The YOCAMA 
experience has been live chang-
ing for me and for our entire 
Mission Team."
In addition, doctors and nurses 
conducted screenings while the 
missionaries entertained the chil-
dren who were waiting at the 
hospitals for their medical and 
dental visits. Some of the mis-
sionaries visited the Blackfeet 
Senior Center and cleaned apart-
ments while others entertained 
residents with games and crafts, 
styled hair and manicured nails.
After the projects were near 
completion, Father Christopher 
and Father George Livanos of 
All Saints Greek Orthodox 

Church of Canonsburg, PA., held Di-
vine Liturgy outdoors with the Cana-
dian Rocky Mountains as a backdrop 
to the Altar. After the Liturgy, the 
group went on a 10-mile hike through 
Glacier National Park, with Iceberg 
Lake being a refreshing turnaround 
point. Some of the hikers were within 
300 yards of a grizzly bear and within 
arm’s reach to a fawn.

On the final day of the trip, Father 
Christopher and Father George blessed 
the community center and playground. 
The ceremony included an Indian 
spiritual chant by Mr. Kip. 

The mission was a successful trip 
– both to the people of Blackfeet Na-
tion and the missionaries. Annual trips 
are scheduled to be planned for the 
Saint Vasilios parish and all involved 
are excited to continue mission work 
with YOCAMA.
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Our 2009 Stewardship Budget:
$504,673

As of August 15, 2009, we have received 
737 Pledge Cards totaling $329,557 in pledges

Please remember, you are encouraged to remit your pledges weekly, 
monthly or quarterly.

To help facilitate your pledge, we can accept Credit Cards, and direct 
Bank Withdrawal

You can manage your pledge online at:
www.stvasilios.org

We are pleased to share with you that an additional 204 stewards have pledged since our last bulletin. To date, 737 
parishioners have expressed their support of St. Vasilios.  It is our hope that this list serves as an inspiration to all parish-
ioners of St. Vasilios to make their 2009 Stewardship Pledges.

For the remainder of the year, each month, we will add the names of the individuals and families that make 
their 2009 Stewardship Pledge.  In our January Bulletin, we will publish the list of all of our Stewards who have 
fulfilled their pledges, for the support of our many programs and ministries.

We are blessed that St. Vasilios is the largest parish of the Metropolis of Boston, servicing over 1500 families, how-
ever, in order to our maintain our ministries, it is important that we reach 100% participation in our Stewardship Pro-
gram.

As we are no longer on a dues system of giving, Stewardship provides the opportunity for all to contribute equitably 
and regularly to our parish programs.

Once again, we offer our sincere gratitude to those who have already made their 2009 pledge.  Please remember you 
can fulfill your 2009 offering by cash, check or by credit card.

If you have any questions regarding Stewardship, please contact the church office at 978-531-0777.

Stewardship Update
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Mr. Paul Adamopoulos
Mr. Stanley Agouridis
Martha Alexopoulos
Mr. Demetrios Andrianopoulos
Dr. Paul Jon Apostolides
Mrs. Jane Apostolides
Mr. Paul Aslogou
Mr. & Mrs. William Baltoumas
Mr. James Barlas
Alexis Bartiromo

Kyra Bartiromo
Mrs. George Batsinelas
Dr. Diana Z. Beaupre
Mr. & Mrs. Jani Bida
 Mrs.Tina Bouchard
Mr. Christ Bouras
Mrs. Katherine Brown
Mrs. Christine Cahill
Mr. Nicholas A. Cameles
Mrs. Ethel Caravolas

Mrs. Elaine Carney
Mrs. Martha Cavanaugh
Mr. & Mrs. John Chamatsos
Mrs. Elyse Champigny
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Chigas
Mr. & Mrs. John Christopher
Mrs. Betty Chronis
Mr. George A. Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Paul N. Costas
Mr. Christos Damianakos

2009 Honor Roll of Stewards 
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Greek School
The oldest continuously functioning educational program of St. Vasilios 

Church is its Greek School. The school was established at the time of the par-
ish's founding and has continued since then without interruption. The purpose of 
its curriculum is to offer our young people a working knowledge of the Greek 
language, a love for their Greek Orthodox faith and an appreciation for the in-
comparable culture and history of the Greek people.  More importantly, they 
learn to be proud of their Greek heritage, and together they build strong bonds 
and friendships that will last them throughout their lives. 

All of our teachers are bilingual, and hold college degrees, most of them in 
education.  Every attempt is made to adjust the curriculum to the individual 
abilities and skills of our children, who come from a wide variety of back-
grounds. 

The Greek School operates from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. Our Greek School consists of 7 grades, Introductory through Grade 6. 
Children attending first grade in American school can enroll in the Introductory 
Class, and children entering the second grade in American school should enroll 
in the first grade of Greek School.

The St. Vasilios Greek School Introductory class was first started in 1999. 
This class gradually and enjoyably helps children acquire a foundation upon 
which they can build when they enter the first grade of Greek School.  In order 
to avoid any possible confusion, no formal reading or writing skills will be 
taught.  Through the use of conversation, songs, games, dances, and crafts, the 
children will gradually and naturally be introduced to the language and culture 
of their heritage. 

Our Greek School principal, Ms. Emily Korkaris, can be reached by calling 
978 777 2653, via e-mail at emeca@aol.com, or by leaving a message with the 
church office.

Greek School Registration will take place on Wednesday, September 2, 
2009, from 4:30 to 6:30 in the church office.  In addition to being a member in 
good standing, the General Assembly recently approved the following tuition  
schedule for the 2009-2010 School Year:

Introductory Class: $100 per student
Grades 1– 6: $300 per student

Please note there is a $500 tuition maximum per family.  Tuition is payable 
at time of registration either by cash, check or credit card.

The first day of Greek School will begin with The Holy Water Blessing Ser-
vice (Agiasmos) will be held on Monday, September 14th at 3:30pm in the 
church.  Classroom assignments and teachers of all students will be announced 
after the service.

2008-2009 Calendar

2 September—Registration in church 
office—4:30—6:30 pm
14 September—Greek School be-
gins—Agiasmos 3:30pm
28 September-no school-Yom Kipper
2 October—Greek School Open 
House—no classes
12 October—no school—Columbus 
Day
16, 17, 18 October Festival – no Greek 
school Friday and Monday
6 November—no school—staff devel-
opment
11 November-no school-Veterans Day
25-27 November—no school—
Thanksgiving break
4 December—no school—staff devel-
opment
21 December—Christmas Program
6 January—Agiasmos
8 January—staff development
18 January-no school-Martin Luther 
King Day
29 January Vespers of Three Hierarchs
5 February—no school—staff devel-
opment
15-19 February—vacation
5 March—no school—staff develop-
ment
21 March—Greek Independence Day 
program
24 March—Peabody City Hall Cele-
bration
26 March-no school
31 March—Holy Oil Service
2 April—no school—Good Friday
9 April—no school—Staff Develop-
ment
Boston Parade– TBA
19—23 April—no school—April Va-
cation
7 May—no school—Staff Develop-
ment
31 May—no school—Memorial Day
4 June—no school—staff development
6 June-6th grade graduation   
9 June—End of Year Program
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St. Stephen’s Ministry Team
In Acts 6, St. Stephen the Deacon was the most notable of seven people set aside by the apostles to provide care to 

the widows and orphans in the Christian congregation in Jerusalem.  St. Stephen’s acts of care and mercy are reflected in 
the caregiving of those St. Stephen Ministry Team members who work with the clergy of our parish to minister to home 
bound parishioners.

These Ministry Team members periodically visit home-bound parishioners to keep them in contact with our church 
and provide skills such as listening and compassion during their visit.  For more information, please contact Deacon Mi-
chael Fadel

Altar Boys
Any young man 10 years of age or older may serve as an altar boy. A necessary prerequisite is enrollment in our 

Church School. This experience provides a boy with a closer acquaintance with our tradition of liturgical worship, as 
well as with fellowship with other young men with whom he serves. Altar boys are assigned to regular teams, and are 
expected to serve according to the schedule which is provided.

Parents are asked to encourage their sons to be faithful in meeting this responsibility. The team captain will help new 
boys to be properly fitted in robes, and will offer necessary training, orientation and support.

If you would like to become an altar boy or have any questions regarding serving your church, please call (978-531-
0777) or e-mail Rev. Panteleimon Klostri at frpanteli@stvasilios.org

Youth Choir
The Youth Choir sings each Sunday at the worship of the first Divine Liturgy. It provides an opportunity for young 

people to participate in the liturgical life of the church in a more personal and meaningful way.   As we go to our fall 
schedule on September 13 we also start the new Youth Choir season.  Last year we accomplished many goals includ-
ing:  grow to twenty steady members, getting new choir robes, learning new music, perform for various church func-
tions.  Our new goals are to continue growing in numbers and also continue to grow musically.  We will get opportuni-
ties to perform even outside of church functions so we will also learn some non-liturgical songs.  Also, we want to ex-
plore putting together a St. Vasilios Band.  If you have any suggestions please contact me.  Finally, we want to invite 
everyone to sing with us.  Even if you are not ready yet to come to the choir loft we want to hear your voices from the 
pews.  Let’s fill our beautiful church with sounds of praise to God.  For more information, please contact our Youth 
Choir Director, Tony Vatousios, at vatousios@comcast.net 

Senior Choir
To those adults who love music, the Senior Choir extends a 

heartfelt invitation! Providing an opportunity to glorify God 
through song, the Senior Choir sings during the second Divine 
Liturgy each Sunday, and during services of special solemnity 
such as Holy Week. If you feel called by God in this ministry of 
service and glorification, be assured that enthusiasm and talent 
are more valued than skill, and you are encouraged to make your 
god-given contribution to this important effort.

For more information, please contact Senior Choir Director, 
Nicoletta Davekos, on any Sunday morning after the Second Di-
vine Liturgy

Parish Nurse
Sophia Grevelis, R.N., joined our St. Vasilios Ministry Team in 2007 with the express purpose of establishing our 

parish nurse ministry.  She works with Father Chris Foustoukos in a confidential manner to identify, support and guide 
those within our parish family and throughout the North Shore who are in need of assistance.

A FREE Blood pressure Clinic is offered on Sunday September 27 from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
As a referral source, the Parish Nurse is available to provide parishioners and members of the community with infor-

mation about a wide range of health related topics. These may include referrals to physicians, support groups, commu-
nity agencies, parish resources, etc.  

Opportunities to Serve
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2009 Honor Roll of Stewards 
Mr. Peter G. Davekos II
Mr. James A. Demotses
Mr. Christos Diamantopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. John Diminture
Mr. Gregory Diminture
Mr. John A. Drivas
Mr. & Mrs. Niko Duni
Mrs. Fofo Evmorfopoulos
Mr. Gregory V. Fanikos
Mrs. Maria Fenn
Mr. Steve J.  Fitiles
Mr. & Mrs. Spiros P. Flomp
Mr. Stavros Fotopoulos
Mr. Charles Franggos
Mrs. Mary Franggos
Mrs. Venetta Valles Gaieski
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Ganey
Mr. Angelo Gargas
Mr. Charles Gargas
Mr. Michael Gargas
Mrs. Melanie Gargas-Witmer
Haralambos Gavras
Mr. Nicholas Gazios
Mrs. Clara Geanoulis
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Geary
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas J. George
Mrs. Joan M. George
Mrs. Anne Gianarelis
Maria Giannias
Mrs. Valarie Giordano
Mr.  Wilfred Giordano III
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Glynos
Mr. Louis J. Glynos
Mrs. Sharon Gould
Raymond Gregoire
Pamela Gruntkowsky
Mrs.Toula Hatzis
Mrs. Sophia Hennessey
Stephanie (Tsouvalas) Hernandez
Mr. & Mrs. David Hubbard
Mrs. Patricia Irving
Mrs. Matina Kallas
Mr. Christos Kalogeros
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Karis
Mr. William C. Katinoglou
Ms. Joanne(Katsapetses)Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Katsarakes
Mr. & Mrs. Yiannis Katsiris
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Katsulas
Mr. William Kipouras
Mr. Theodore W. Kokoras
Mrs. Rose Kokoras
Mr. Antonios Konstantilakys
Dr. Constantine-Ignatius Kostas
Mr. & Mrs. Peter A. Kostopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Theodoros Kougianos
Mr. John J. Lalikos
Mr. Demetrios Lampropoulos

Miss Bea Lekofridou
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lennon
Mr. Dean Lennon
Mr. Michael C. Lignos
Mrs. James L'Italien
Stekoula MacMaster
Mrs. Leslie Maher
Mr. John J. Maihos
Miss Kathryn Mallas
Mrs. Katherine  Mallios
Mr. George Michael Manos
Mr. Nicholas M. Manos
Mrs.Theresa Manos
Mrs. Theodora Markham
Ms. Anastasia Matarangas
Mrs. Cathy McDonnell
Mr. & Mrs. X. Robert Meniates
Mr. Mark Metropolis
Mrs. Niki  Michael
Mrs. Doris Milhem
Mrs. Elias Miragias
Mrs.Georgia Miragias
Mrs. Lydia Muggeo
Miss Elizabeth Murphy
Mrs. Jane Nadeau
Mrs. Maria Nadeau
Ms. Anna Nekolopoulos
Miss Mary Nickitopoulos
Mr. Leonidas D. Nikolouzos
Mrs. Irene Oliver
Mrs. Georgia Olson
Mr. Efthemios Orfanos
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Orgettas
Mr. & Mrs. George Padios
Mr. Ross Panacopoulos
Mr. Jason Panos
Mr. Konstantinos Panousos
Mr. Vasilios Panousos
Mr. Yianno P. Pantazelos
Dr.  Frank Papacostas
Mr. Emanuel  Papadopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Papamechail
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Papandreou
Mr.  & Mrs. Thomas J. Pappas
Mr. Angelo M. Parianos
Mr. Peter Parnassa
Mr. George E. Partaledis
Mr. James G. Partaledis
Alice Pashby
Mrs. Diane Pedrosa
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Polemenakos
Miss Ann Polychronopoulos
Mrs. Georgia Pomakis
Mrs. Toni Porter
Ms. Heidi Porter
Mr. & Mrs. Dana Joseph Prestone
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Psyhogios
Mrs. Varvara Qirjazi

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Raftell
Mrs. Elaine Rice
Mrs. Mina Rivers
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Roumeliotis
Mr. James V. Roumeliotis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter N. Rouvalis
Mrs. Maria Rouvalis
Mr. & Mrs. Alkibiades Rozopoulos
Mrs. Sandra Ruggeri
Mrs. Agnes Ruggiero
Mr. Harry J. Saffer
Mr. & Mrs. John Salaris
Mrs. Christina Salkovitz
Mrs. Amy Salvo
Mr. & Mrs. John Sambatakos
Mr. Nicholas Scangas
Mrs. Angela D. Scangas
Mrs. Barbara Shahnaian
Mr. Robert F. Shay, Jr.
Mrs. Margaret Skaliotis
Mr.  Konstantinos Sofronas
Mr. & Mrs. Petros Sofronas
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas G. Spaneas
Ms. Rosalie Spathanas
Mr. John Stavropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Stefanos Stefanopoulos
Mrs. Anastacia Stephanides
Ms. Sandra Theodorou
Mr. George Thompson
Ms. Joanne Tilas
Mrs. Mary Tillas
Mrs. Ellie Tingus
Mrs. Leah Toppin
Miss Bella Tournas
Mrs. Marie Tranos
Amy Marie Triantafillou
Anthony Paul Triantafillou
Mr. & Mrs. George Troubetaris
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Tsouvalas
Mr. Peter Valles
Mr. & Mrs. George Velonis
Mr. Albert Viel
Mrs. Rosa Viglas
Mr. Vasilios Vlachos
Mr. Angelo Volandes
Dr. Miltiades Vorgeas
Dr. Charles Vorrias
Mr. Peter Vrettos
Mrs. Sylvia Warman
Mr. & Mrs. Mathew Xenakis
Mr. & Mrs. Socrates C. Xerras
Mr. Mark Yankopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Anthone Zarkades
Mr. John Zisis
Mr. & Mrs. Leonidas Zisis
Ms. Christina Zolotas
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Zolotas
Mr. Stephen Zolotas
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September 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
Greek School 
Registration
4:30--6:30 pm

3 4 5

6 7
Office Closed

8
Nativity of the 
Theotokos
Orthros 8 a.m.
 Liturgy 9 a.m.

9
Greek Festival 
& Organiza-
tions Meeting
7 pm

10 11 12

13
Winter Hours 
begin
Church School
Begins
International 
Festival

14Elevation of    
the Cross
Orthros 8 a.m.
 Liturgy 9a.m
Greek School 
begins-Agiasmos
Parish Council
7 p.m.

15
Orthodox Life 
2:30 pm

Inquirers 7 pm

16 17 18 19

20

An evening
honoring 
Fr. Chris 
Foustoukos

21 22
Orthodox Life 
2:30 pm

Inquirers 7 pm

23 24 25 26

Metropolis of 
Boston Camp 
Open House

27

Parish 
Ministries Fair

28

Parish Council
7 p.m.

29Orthodox 
Life 2:30 pm

Inquirers 7 pm

30

Men’s club

Please Submit all Calendar Requests to
bulletin@stvasilios.org
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Religious Education
Inquirers Study Group

In the Fall each year, this ten week study group explores the major beliefs and customs of the Orthodox Church.  
This group is a basic “Orthodoxy 101” with a focus on a basic introduction to the Orthodox faith.  The study group is 
open to all Orthodox Christians and most especially to all those friends and family who are not Orthodox.  This group 
will help give non-Orthodox friends and family a basic understanding to the Orthodox Church.  Having completed the 
class, some may wish to speak privately with Father Chris about receiving the Sacrament of Chrismation in order to be-
come members of the Orthodox Church. This year Father will begin the classes on Tuesday evening September 15

th at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room located downstairs in the Church.  Please park in the small lot next to the 
church and enter in the business office door on ground level facing the parking lot.  Please call the Office at 978-531-
0777 to register for the class. 

Bible Study – Orthodox Life
This scripture based study group conducted by Father Chris meets each Fall and Spring.  Orthodox Life explores 

various aspects of our Orthodox Faith either in a Bible Study format or by exploring contemporary topics through the 
Tradition, Canon Law and Bible to arrive at the Orthodox Church’s mindset on the topic. Bible Study will resume as 
follows:

Fr. Chris’s bible study  will meet on Tuesday afternoons from 2:30 –4:00 starting Tuesday,  September 15th.
Due to the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Fr. Panteleimon’s bible study will meet on  Monday  morning 
at 10:00 starting Monday,  September 21st, and on Wednesday September 23rd at 7pm. A detailed schedule will 
follow in the weekly bulletin.

St. Makrina Study Group
This is a ladies study group led by Presbytera Claire.  This group meets each Fall and Spring for about a 9 week pe-

riod meeting each Wednesday from 9:30-11:00 a.m.  The group spends time in a relaxed atmosphere reading and dis-
cussing various Orthodox books of interest in order to deepen participants spirituality. 

For more information, please contact the church office.

St. Vasilios Religious Resource Center
The St. Vasilios Religious Resource Center functions as a true vehicle to fulfill its pro-
found mission statement that: “No child or parishioner will be left behind” for what-
ever circumstances might be to obtain a bible, icon, or other spiritual material from St. 
Vasilios Church.   Also the purpose of this dedicated ministry is to put into the 
hands and homes of the faithful whatever material they may require to sustain and 
nourish their spiritual needs.
In order to make the above religious and Orthodox Christian outreach material avail-
able, we have four display cases from which our parishioners can make their pur-
chases. These display cases are set up with Bibles, icons, books, prayer ropes, in-
cense, children’s gifts and other Orthodox items needed for the home and personal 

use   There are two display cases located outside the church office... open during office hours and two display cases in 
the Rev. Andrew Demotses Educational Center foyer... open on Sunday mornings during Church School Sundays).

Over the years the St. Vasilios Resource Center has put into the Orthodox homes of our faithful and other denomi-
national Christian homes hundreds of icons, spiritual reading material pertaining to the Orthodox faith.   It is hoped that 
all children and our faithful of St. Vasilios church will own their personal icon of their baptismal saint to treasure and 
strive to live the tenets of the saint’s life and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Militar Bible The first-ever Orthodox pocket military edition of The New Testament and Psalms, for men 
and women serving in the Armed Forces has been published. This edition is a joint effort between the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America, the American Bible Society, and SCOBA. The Orthodox Military New Testament features a 
camouflage cover and conforms to military specifications (3” x 5”) so that it can easily be carried in uniform or back-
pack. This Orthodox Military Edition was presented to the American Bible Society by Fr. Mark Arey, general secretary 
of SCOBA, U.S. Nay Capt. Fr. William Bartz, the senior-ranking Orthodox chaplain and Theo Nicolakis, Director of 
Information Technologies for GOA.
The cost of the Military Bible is $5.00 through the Resource Center — Please contact Kaye Nicolakis  with any 
questions regarding the Religious Resource Center  at 978-531-2928.
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Church School

Church School News

Our dedicated Church School teaching 
staff and priests are looking forward 
and ready to welcome our students.

The mission of the Religious Educa-
tion program of St. Vasilios Church 
School is to embrace our children in 
the Orthodox Christian faith and for 
them to learn the love of God and the 
Biblical teachings of the Old and New 
Testaments and WHY did God the Fa-
ther send His only Begotten Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ to die on the Cross 
for our sins. Jesus said, “The Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many” (Matthew 20:28). He came 
to give his life, to die, and his death 
would purchase salvation for others. 
____________________________

Pre-K ---   Children who will 
turn 4 years old by September 13, 
2009 will be eligible to attend the 
Pre-K Class. Registrations for the 
Pre-K students will be mailed out to 
the parents with a return date of Sep-
tember 2, 2009. Any questions regard-
ing Pre-K students,  please contact 
Carol Spyropoulos at 978-535-7090.

Students in grades Kindergarten 
– through Grade 12 will receive a 
letter to report to their assigned 

classes.
  Any questions regarding Kindergar-
ten through Grade 8, please contact 
Kaye Nicolakis at 978-531-2928.
Any questions regarding the High 
School program,  please contact An-
drew Constantinou at 978-532-3703

PARENTS:  New Registrations--
- On Sunday September 13 there will 
be a registration table set up at 
the Educational Center foyer to regis-
t e r  N E W  S T U D E N T S  .
Note: If you have a child that has 
been away for a year or two from our 
Orthodox Christian Religious Educa-
tion program, do not hesitate to re-
register your child. We welcome 
them and want  them back!

We need your cooperation as the 
Religious Education Program is a part-
nership. We welcome your construc-
tive comments and any suggestions to 
improve our curriculum.  Do not hesi-
tate to communicate your concerns to 
our clergy, director, or teaching 
staff.   Also let us know if you would 
l i ke  to  ass is t  our  teachers .

A FATHER’S CONCERN
We would like to share with you 

the following “paraphrased comments” 
from a letter received by a con-
cerned father of three dated Novem-
ber 1999...... .ten years ago!

1.   “My nine year old knows now 
w h a t  M a t t h e w  1 0 : 2 2 - 2 6 
means; however, my eleven year old 
still thought it meant that Matthew is 
10 years, 22 months, and 26 hours 
old. I don’t know for sure if she meant 
it or if she was kidding!”

2.   “Grade 4 thru Grade 12 have to 
read selected paragraphs of the Bible 
at home . Such as the Psalm 23, Ser-
mon on the Mount, Proverbs... parents 
can be given the assignments 
ahead...so we will not have kids going 
to Sunday School and not know how 
many disciples Jesus had, or what the 
ten commandments mean.. . . . ”

3.   “.......there are kids and parents 
who will not participate, who will ob-
ject to anything you suggest. There are 
kids and parents who will find life in 
Sunday School class boring unless 
there are new chal lenges... . ”

4.   “......in any case there is some 
palpable change in my kids attitude, 
for the better --- Thanks to You!”

We want to Thank You Dr. Koshy
for the above comments which are still 
re levant ten  years la ter ! 
Please know we continue to have a 
great voluntary teaching staff, a chal-
lenging curriculum, and an excellent 
Missions and Outreach programs.

Our church school is a teaching ministry in which our parish enjoys a sense of justifiable pride. Its committed teach-
ers have long provided our children with creative, mature, and resourceful instruction in the treasury of our Christian 
faith and Orthodox traditions. In fact, many of the new members of our community, and young families especially, tell 
us that they have chosen St. Vasilios because of the quality of our youth programs in general, and of our church school in 
particular. While the example of parents and the ethos of an Orthodox home are paramount in the process of religious 
formation, formal instruction is also necessary. Our church school stands ready to enter into partnership with our parents 
in this vital process.

Church school participation is open to all children who are at least 4 years old by September 1st of the year in which 
they begin instruction. Each Sunday during the school year, all families are earnestly encouraged to attend the English 
liturgy at 9:00 a.m. TOGETHER. At its conclusion, children go to their respective classes in the Educational Center. Be-
tween 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. during class instruction, parents are invited to share in the fellowship of a coffee hour, 
which is held in the Educational Center auditorium. At 11:30 a.m. classes conclude and parents and children leave to-
gether.

The church school has its own office directly below the church. Parents who wish to enroll their children, or who 
have questions, are asked to visit the office on Sunday mornings during the school year for any help they may need. At 
the same time, we are always vigilant in our search for men and women of faith and conviction who feel called by God 
to share and serve in this saving ministry. We invite them to join our teaching team so that we can insure the future qual-
ity and continuity of our church school.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 5 6
Orthodox Life
2:30 pm

Inquirers 7 pm

7 8 9 10

11

Teaching 
Liturgy

12

Office Closed

Parish Council
7p.m.

13
Orthodox Life
2:30 pm

Inquirers 7 pm

14

Skewering for 
the festival
6 pm

15
Skewering for 
the festival
6 pm

Set-up for 
Festival 6 pm

16

2009 

17

Greek 

18

Festival

19 20
Orthodox Life
2:30 pm

Inquirers 7 pm

21 22

Liturgy of St. 
James 
6 pm

23

       

24

Fall Family
Festival 
6-8pm

25

Vespers 
Weston
St. Demetrios 
Church

26
Demetrios the 
Myrrhbearer
Orthros 8 a.m.
 Liturgy 9 a.m.

Parish Council
7 p.m.

27
Orthodox Life
2:30 pm

Inquirers 7 pm

28

Men’s club

29 30 31

October 2009

For the most updated information,
check out www.stvasilios.org
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St. Vasilios Greek Orthodox Church

2009 Parish Ministry 

Don’t Miss the Second Annual

St. Vasilios Parish Ministries Fair
Sunday, September 27, 2009

10:30 a.m.  - 11:30 a.m.
During Coffee Hour

Representatives of each church organization will be present 
to answer your questions about the various ministries offered by St. Vasilios.

September has arrived with its brisk 
clean air and the return to well estab-
lished school schedules.  Furthermore, 
Church School will be in full swing 
beginning on September 13th.  Cer-
tainly attendance will be running high 
this month but the year has only just 
begun.  This issue of Orthodox Life is 
dedicated to all the various parish ac-
tivities and organizations.  It is my 
hope that you will look through this 
issue and decide to become more than 
just a nominal member of our parish. 
We need to provide a good example to 
each other and to the youth of our par-
ish about getting involved.  This is es-
pecially true when we begin thinking 
of Church School.  I would like, by 
way of illustration, to impress upon us 
the importance of regular and consis-
tent attendance at the Divine Liturgy 
and Church School.

A disgruntled gardener had uprooted 
and thrown away his rose bushes be-
cause he couldn’t get them to grow 
well.  However, a tiny rosebud was 
poking out of the tangled heap of the 
other uprooted and discarded rose 
bushes.  As the man passed by the 
heap, he noticed the little rosebud, but 
he went along on his way.  The next 
day he noticed that the bud still 
seemed to have life and was trying to 
bloom.

Putting on gloves, he retrieved the 
bush on which that one bud clung tena-
ciously to life.  He planted the bush 
and was rewarded several days later 
when a beautiful rose bloomed.  Be-
fore long the whole bush came alive.  
In fact that one bush out bloomed and 
out grew other rose bushes the man 
later planted.

Many of us are surrounded with fami-
lies in our neighborhoods who never 
go to Church and whose children never 
go to Church School.  Those children 
grow up without learning about Christ 
and the Orthodox Faith.  We can think 
of each child in those families as a 
rosebud that should have a chance to 
know God.  We need to teach our chil-
dren while their hearts are tender to-
wards God and the Church.

How can we reach our children?  Bring 
them to Church, to Church School, to 
Greek School, to basketball program, 
the Boston Metropolis Camp, to Joy, to 
Goya, to retreats, etc.  Spend quality 
time with them and talk to them per-
sonally about how important our faith 
and church is to us as adults.

Because one tiny rosebud was unwill-
ing to die, the whole bush was saved.  
In the same way, entire families have 

been brought closer to God because 
one child came to church.  I have seen 
this happen to children who have come 
to the Metropolis of Boston Camp or 
to other church youth programs and 
activities and shared their faith and joy 
with their family.  The Divine Liturgy 
and Church School are places where 
children’s faith can blossom and bring 
forth much beauty.  May we never lose 
hope for the children in our care who 
need to know the Lord.  Please con-
tinue to bring your children to church 
regularly and consistently.  Further-
more, make sure that you also prepare 
and receive Holy Communion each 
Sunday with your children. What ex-
ample do we give our children when 
we send them each week to receive the 
precious body and blood of the Lord, 
and we as parents week after week do 
not come prepared to receive Holy 
Communion?  Isn’t this a mixed mes-
sage?  Does it not show our children 
by our behavior that Holy Communion 
is not important!  Please also set a 
good example in your regular atten-
dance in Church and reception of the 
Eucharist!  May our Lord bless our 
children and us.

+Father Chris
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Philoptochos
The Philoptohos or "friends of the poor" is an organization of women of the parish, primarily dedicated to service to 

the poor, and to the enrichment of parish life. Aside from benevolence on an individual basis, this group maintains an 
ongoing program of philanthropic projects which support St. Basil Academy, an archdiocesan school for needy children, 
the benevolence fund of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the National Philoptohos Children's Open Heart Surgery Program, 
and the Cyprus Children's Fund.

In addition, they maintain a program of visitation and gift-giving to parish elders who are nursing home patients, and 
of other programs too numerous to mention here.

In addition to its philanthropic endeavors, the society generously supports parish capital projects and provides nu-
merous fellowship opportunities through social events and an active and extensive travel program.

The Philoptochos would like to thank the clergy, the parish council, and the entire community for supporting our 
work so generously, helping us every step of the way and working side by side with us.  It is this wonderful spirit, the 
spirit of the Saint Vasilios’ community, which makes it possible for us to receive these national honors every time.  It 
also makes it possible for us to look into the future to plan and do more God pleasing works. God bless us all!

Philoptochos News

SIGN-UP FOR NEW CHURCH FAMILY DIRECTORY: We will be producing a new pictorial directory and need 
you in it to make it the best ever.  The directory will be a valuable tool, helping you to place names with faces, and is an 
excellent reference and information source for our Church Community.  You only visit the church ONCE!  Allow ap-
proximately 30-45 minutes for photography and for instant viewing and selection of the portraits you may wish to pur-
chase.  Every participating family receives a FREE album and a complimentary 8 x 10 color wall portrait!  Sign-ups will 
begin  on Sunday August 16th.   Our goal is 100% participation so please be sure to sign-up for an appointment.  Singles, 
couples and families with children are all encouraged to participate

Men’s Club
Founded in 1979, the St. Vasilios Men's Club provides a unique opportunity for fellowship and ser-
vice to the men of our parish. The Men's Club is only open to members of our parish, or to the hus-
bands of parish members. 
It meets each month from September to June, on the last Wednesday of the month, using a dinner-
meeting format, and featuring a guest speaker who addresses a topic of current interest and concern.
The Men's Club has been a prodigious fund-raiser for our parish and has provided very generous sup-
port for capital projects, as well as for the youth programs of St. Vasilios.

SEPTEMBER  DINNER   MEETING
The Men’s Club July Dinner Meeting will be held on Wednesday,  September, 23, at Angelica’s on Rt. 114 in Dan-

vers  Appetizers, Dinner and Dessert for only $20.  To make your dinner reservation, please contact Eric Zisis at 978 745 
4897 or Anthony Koutzoukis at 978 531 3086.

MEMORIAL  SERVICE
The St. Val’s Men’s Club will be sponsoring a Veterans Day St. Val’s Club memorial service and breakfast in No-

vember, date to be announced,  in memory of all of our departed members.  All members of the community are invited to 
participate in this event honoring the memories of those that have served our club and have entered into eternal rest.  

A free will offering will be accepted
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